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A Dead Give-Away. 

A certain young Hebrew travelling man, 
with an elderly companion, bought a spe- 
cial ticket of a scalper, and got aboard the 
train. When the conductor came around 
he took up Isaac’s ticket and looked at the 
name, and then at Isaac, shook his head 
and said : 

‘*What’s your name ?” 

‘* Let me see = ticket.” " 

‘“*Can’t you tell your name without see- 
ing the ticket? This won’t do. You'll 
have to get off at the next station or pay 
your fare.” 

This agitated Isaac profoundly, and he 
turned to his companion and said : 

**Moses, I’ve forgot my name that was 
on the ticket. Can you tell me what it 
1 Si 

**Vill you let me see dot ticket, Mr. 
Doondogter?”’ inquired Moses. The con- 








ductor showed it to him. ‘‘ Mein Got, 
Izaak, vot name is dees? Patrick Moriar- 
ity! No vonder you dond recomember dot 
name! Dond you nefer get some more 
teekets of dem shoolpers mit dot name on. 
Dey vill all de times gif you avay.’’—The 
Drummer. 


‘Oh Fred, you’ve made me so happy; I 
was afraid you wouldn’t propose to-night” 

te y dear? What would have hap- 
pened i T hadn’t ?” 

**Oh, I’m sure I don’t know, but I saw 
the new moon over my right shoulder this 
evening, and I’ve always seen it over my 
left shoulder when I’ve been proposed to 
before.” —Springfield Union. 





Studying Natural History in Central Park. 





Mr. O’Puynn: Be heavens, McQuinn! 
Oi niver saw a horse that cud shtay below 
dthe wather ez long ez thot wan? 





Mr. McQuinn: Howly Moses, O’Phynn! 
Oi’d hate to be dthe wan to put a bridle on 
thot harse! —Puck. 
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We propose to make PLAIN TALK 
known all over the land, and as one me- 
thod of advertising we propose to send 
to every tenth subscriber, as a free gift, 
a copy of a handsome cloth bound book. 
The books are all valuable ones, 12 mo. 
in size, finely bound and printed and 
worth at least $1.00 each. They com- 
prise something like 200 different vol- 
umes, popular novels, histories, biogra- 
phies, poems, books of natural history 
of adventure, etc. Remember, they are 
not given with every subscription, but 
every tenth subscriber, as his name ap- 
pears on our list, will promptly receive 
one of the promised books. It is only 
necessary to send the 50 cents for a year’s 
subscription. All names are entered 
exactly in the order received. 


PLAIN TALK will be worth more than 
the subscription price. It will have de- 
partments for all and no boy or girl will 
regret having invested in it for a year, 
even if they do not receive one of the 
books. 


Tell your friends of this offer and try 
and get up aclub. Send two names be- 
sides your own, with $1.50 for the three, 
and we will send you for your trouble, as 
a premium, one of the books. Besides 
this, each of the three will stand a chance 
of being a fortunate “ tenth man,” 


PLAIN TALK is devoted to stamp, coin, 
mineral, and curiosity collecting; to stories 
of travel and adventure; has curious puz- 
zles and problems; gives help in school 
work; has a department devoted to games 
and pastimes ; another to pets; another 
tells how to make things and do things. 
In short it is just the paper for every 
bright boy and girl. 


Send on your subscription at once 


while this offer remains in force. 


Address : 


Plain Talk Publishing Co., 


9 SPRUCE STREET, 
NEW YORK CITY. 


BOOKS GIVEN AWAY | 00 YOU AKT any STAMPS 


DO YOU KNOW A GOOD THING WHEN YOU SEE IT? 


60 Varieties of Unused Postage Stamps for 5c, 


Among them you will find Am. Rapid, Bhopal, Bos- 
nia, Borneo, Coreo, Costa Rica, Dominican Repub- 
lic, Egypt, France news band, Guatemala, Japan, 
Kristiansunnd, Monaco, Mauritus 1859, Nowannug- 
ger, Phillippine Islands, Portugese Indies, Roumania, 
Russia, San Marino, Suriname, Sweden Losen, Tu- 
nis, and stamps from about 24 other countries, mak- 
ing a valuable addition to a moderate size collection, 
And that is not all. 
7 of the Mauritius, 16c. on 17c. rose which I will 


at a cost of but 75 cts. I have 
give with every order as long as they last, and those 
ordering the next 10 packets will receive an entire 


unused Deccan envelope. Order now, 


MEXICO, CENTRAL AND 
SOUTH AMERICA. 


40 varieties, including among them the 3c. 1885 
Mexico unused; also Mexico on ruled paper 1887 and 
1888. This is a very desirable lot of stamps for 
young collectors. Price, 6oc. 

Mexico postal cards used are a scarce article, but I 


will give one with the first ten packets. Order now, 


to Cents per Set. All used. 


6 French Colonies. 14 Spain. 
8 Roumania. 


18 Great Britain. 


12 Australia. 
20 France. 
11 Portugal. 
8 Turkey. 


tr Norway. 
6 Cuba (Obsolete). 
6 Cape of Good Hope. 


$1 for above 180 Stamps, $1 for above 130 Stamps. 


The American Stamp Collector’s Directory 


Contains 64 pages of matter; gives a list of nearly 1,300 
United States and Canadian collectors, with their ad- 
dress, and as far as could be obtained size of collection, 
specialty, and what philatelic societies the collector be- 
longs to, 

The peculiar arrangement makes this directory valu- 
able to the dealer as well as the collector. You should 
have acopy. WHY? Because it is the largest, best and 
the only exclusively American Stamp Directory ever 
published. BECAUSE all names are those of bona-fide 
collectors, obtained since the first of Feb. BrcausE the 
directory has better paper, larger and cleaner type, and 
is better printed than any similar work. 

Price, post free, 26 cts. To foreign countries, 30 cts, 


NEW JERSEY. 
BLOOMFIELD. 
Gustav Aue, Box 288, 750, U. 8. Adhesive Postage only, 
A, ee eae {. P. V. of D.} librarian of N. P. 8. 
fvetism yo & ey Box 238, 600 U, 8. Adhesave Postage 
only, » eke 
piss HELMETTA. 


ALVAH DAVISON, 550, U. S. Adhesive and Oddities 
only, A. P. A, 8. 'D. P. A. 


CHAS. A. TOWNSEND, 


512 West Market Street, AKRON, OHIO. 





‘cP. 8.—Dealers supplied in quantities. Write for terms. 
This work is widely advertised in Philatelic Magazines. 

For 10c, extra I will mail a copy of the directory to 
purchasers from the above list amounting to $1 or over 
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(Original in PLAIN TALE.] 


Our Prisoner in the Libby. 


BY INDA BARTON HAYS. 
HOSE were strange times in Richmond | 


I have, even at this 
late day, such a vivid 
recollection. Coming 
at near the close of 
the war it had been 
preceded, as we chil- 
dren thought, by three 
years of pleasant emo- 
tional changes, or in- 
deed as one varied 
playtime, wherein 
there was none of the 
monotony of child- 
hood’s usual games. 
The constant ingenui- 
ty with which we saw 
our elders attack the 
sore problem of sup- 
ply and demand, 
sharpened our wits, 
and gave us the pleas- 
urable excitment of 
an enigma to which 
we helped find the so- 
lution. Even the sor- 
rows we saw around 
us were not as griefs 
familiar to other chil- 
dren; so that we were 
far older in our ways 
and feelings than the 
decade which went 
before or followed af- 
ter. 


I suppose I must 
have thought ‘‘the 


war’ a normal state 
of existence, as I do 
not clearly remember 
when I knew it not. The first strange 
thing that I recall of its happenings 
occurred one dark and drizzly night in the 
summer of 1862, when we were moved from 
our old home near Chickahominy Swamp, 
by order of Gen. Lee, ‘‘ inside the lines.” 
The Confederates after several days hard 
fighting had been re-enforced by Jackson 
(silent as a sphinx, brave as a lion, and 
who mystified not only the enemy but his 
own men by the ce clerity of his move- 
ments), and there on the commanding site 
occupied by my father’s house, it was de- 
cided to give battle. 
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I recollect being awakened this June 
night, and watching servants, soldiers, all 
busily engaged in “loading army wagons 
with our ‘household effects. ile with the 
other children, was in a fever of excite- 
|/ment at seeing the gayly dressed officers, 


‘and coming from the fairy dreams of a| 
when this incident occurred, of which | child’s trundle bed to the glaring lights’! 





and fearful pantomimic movements of 
armed men anticipating battle. The sound | 
of booming cannon and the quick, sharp | 
repetition “of minnie guns were already | 
familiar to our childish « ears, and the name | 
of ‘‘ Yankee”? was a bugbear that would | 
quell the stoutest child-heart among us. 
But here was all the paraphernalia of | 
war with thousands of bronzed, grey coat- | 
ed soldiers, whose hot gun barrels from 
one day’s ficht were scarce to be cooled be- 
fore another onset. There were lines of 
men throwing up intrenchments, and 
torchlights shining weirdly in grim ‘deter- | 
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mined faces ; as if they dug one long grave 
for the dead which strewed the battle fields 
from Cold Harbor to Mechanicsville. It 
impresses me yet that there was little noise. 
Aides hurried here and there ; all the bus- 
tle and excitement of field duty in the face 
of prospective battle was there; but it re- 
mains on my memory as the changing fig- 
ures of a kaleido- 
scope. There were 
lights on the hill 
where we had played 
the day before; and 
nearer camp fires, 
showing the tented 
yard, and around the 
fence a background 
of stacked and shin- 
ing guns. I remem- 
ber going with my 
brother to the low log 
house when Uncle 
Bob went for the 
geese, and of seeing 
that functionary tie 
their red-webbed feet 
together, and balance 
them behind him on 
the old black mule as 
he trotted away. 

If there had been 
orders from the gen- 
eral’s headquarte rs 
(once my mother’s 
bed-room) for “ si- 
lence in the camp,” 
it is a wonder those 





fowls were not be- 
headed, for if Rome 
was saved by the 


cackling of geese that 
part of ‘the Confeder- 
ate Army was certain- 
ly endangered by the 
same tumult. We 
were tumbled at last, 
though, in the old 
family coach, and moved off down the long 
_ cedar lane. 

Beyond the big gate my mother got out, 
‘and Mammy, who care fully held the baby, 
had to hold 1 me back also, for I vigorously 


kicked and cried to follow her. ‘‘You 
| mar cum back chile, * said Mammy, trying 
to quiet me, ‘she furgit suthin.” My 


| mother did come back, and we pt as if with 
|@ breaking heart, while [ sobbed in sym- 
pathy and. Mammy offered ineffectual com- 
fort. 

| If it was hope my mother went b: 
then indeed was it a futile search, 
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learned afterward that she had gone to the 
trenches to bid my father ‘‘* good-bye” 
once more. My father, who had been in 
all the Peninsula fights until the chances 
of war had brought him with cruel irony to 
his own farm, while his family were fleeing 
for safety he knew not where. 

But we found refuge and remained there 
until we could get through to Richmond, 
where we had since lived in half of my 
uncle’s house on Churchill. No more fa- 
vored spot could have been found to famil- 
iarize a child with the surroundings of 
‘‘war times.” In fact we seemed in the 
centre of a military position. Below was 
the river where we saw the coming and go- 
ing of boats, the landing and embarking 
of troops. From far down its sinuous wind- 
ings we heard the blasting at Dutch Gap, 
and the continual reminder of the enem 
affected us no more than did his efforts af- 
fect the canal. 

On Churchill was Chimboraza, the larg- 
est hospital in the Confederate States. Lib- 
by Hill was the extension of Churchill near- 
est the river, and here were the tents and 
the music, and here my Cousin Bella and I 
went daily to see the dress parade and lis- 
ten to the pealing bugles. Here also we 
had stood with the excited crowd that 
memorable ‘‘Pawnee Sunday,” fearing less 
the possible sweep of shot and shell from 
the gunboats, than of not being allowed to 
watch their manceuvres. In an atmosphere 
of danger its constant association numbed 
our fears. 

Below the Bluff, farther down the town, 
were the prisons, Mayo’s Factory, Castle 
Thunder, and the Libby. Around (Maas all 
our childish curiosity centered. We saw 
their roofs from our dormer window, and 
many a ‘‘Jack-the-Giant-Killer” specula- 
tion had we as to their immates. There 
was a steep hill back of my uncle’s house, 
leading to a street level with the prisons 
two squares off. In the clayey sides of this 
embankment, hidden by a rank growth of 
young paradise trees, my brother had cut 
steps for his own convenience, which our 
keen eyes had soon discovered, and the 
lithe and active limbs of children made 
nothing of scaling. My cousin Bella and I 
were inseparable. She was the acknowl- 
edged leader in all our sports, and was one 
year older that I, having passed her ninth 
milestone, a dignity I quite coveted. 

But I was a worthy lieutenant, bolder in 
design, braver in execution. And we were 
both fearless, adventurous children, an out- 
growth of the exciting days in which we 
lived. Many times had we slipped down to 
Main Street (via the clay steps in the break- 
neck bank) and from thence to Cary Street 
to peer with bated breath in the iron-barrec 
windows of Libby Prison. 

A scowl from within, or a rough look 
from the guard was a zest. Guns and 
guards were familiar friends, no fear had 
we of them. One bright evening in late 
September, Bella and I had loitered along 
from school, till the sun cast lenghtening 
shadows as we came up the ‘‘brick steps” 
on the farther side of the Van-Lew Man- 
sion. These ‘‘brick steps” were the regu- 
lar descent from Churchill to the streets 
below. 

‘‘See,” said Bella, ‘‘there is Mr. Barnes 
coming down to relieve guard at the prison.” 

“Oh,” said I, ‘it would be such a nice 
time for us to goif we only could, mebbe 
they are cooking supper.” 

“Yes,” said Bella, ‘‘I will ask him please 
to let us.” 

She ran ahead to meet old Barney (as we 
called him,) who with his long, frayed, 
grey army coat dangling about his knees, 
and his gun shouldered, was hurrying on to 
the Libby. 











Bella proffered her request with much 
appealing volubility, in which I joined. 
Barney was good natured; he said ‘*Yes,”’ 
and let us scamper along by his side, de- 
lighted with the prospect of leisurely in- 
specting the prisoners under his warlike 
escort. The Libby was but a few squares 
off; Barney relieved guard and we paraded 
back and forth with him for awhile. 

**Now children,” said he, ‘‘you can look 
in that window if you wish, and then you 
run home, it’s getting late.” 

We drew near the corner fearlessly as 
Barney turned, and looked in at the win- 
dow. Right near us, seemingly just risen 
from a cot close by, was a prisoner; a 
young man about twenty years old, wasted 
with sickness, gaunt and hollow-eyed; in- 
deed he seemed to us all eyes as the black- 
ness of their depths filled in the narrow face. 

The Autumn evenings carry a Summer’s 
heat with them late in Richmond, and the 
dingy glass was raised behind the bars. So 
near were we, and so startled did this pris- 
oner look, at our sudden appearance, that 
Bella and I instinctively clutched each 
others hands in fright. The next moment 
T had glanced at Barney’s back and impul- 
sively thrown in a small bunch of red and 
yellow chrysanthemums. 

Then Bella and I flew like birds past the 
corner, and struck a bee line for our near 
and precipitous route home. 

Here began our little romance; surely no 
younger heroines had ever ventured upon 
one more hazardous. All communication 
with the prisoners was of course strictly 
forbidden; and the risk was great, (as even 
we knew,) in giving to one behind those 
erated bars any thing from without, as the 
penalty might have been arrest. 

3ut something tugged at our hearts and 
tore prudence away, for the next evening 
my cousin and I again walked expectingly 
past the prison. Demure little figures we 
must have been in our grey cotton dresses 
and home-braided, wheat-straw hats; yet 
the counterparts of dozens of children in 
the tenement houses of Cary and the river 
streets just beyond. 

On this evening one swift glance told us 
that the same pale looking prisoner was 
there, who rose from his cot, and came 
nearer the window as we approached. This 
time we passed on and returned when the 
sentinel changed his beat. Then shyly 
two pairs of childish eyes of blue and 
brown, peeped one moment into the dim 
obscurity of the prison, and a little hand 
pushed quickly through the bars a spray 
of golden rod we had brought, that flashed 
on the dark stone sill like a ray of hope 
from the world without. Which indeed it 
was; for as he saw it, there came on his 
face a quick and grateful look. 

After the lapse of all these years, I still 
see as I saw it then, the cheerless interior 
of the prison hospital, with the thin forms 
extended or half crouched on the narrow 
cots. This one prisoner, with clear cut, 
boyish features, on which sickness, death 
seemed stamped, clinging to the bars, and 
peering out, with a listless, hopeless look 
in his dark and sunken eyes. 

What is it in the heart of a little girl 
child that so intensifies the sense of pity? 
Surely it is the instinctive mother feeling. 
From that time, from that one look, we 
felt for this helpless man the tender pro- 
tecting pity one gives toachild, Condi- 
tions had reversed our ages. 

In all our little secret talk after this he 
was, tomy cousin and I, simply ‘‘our pris- 
oner.”’ We learned to know the expression 
in his eyes, we grieved over his dreadful 
cough, (a paroxysm of which we saw one 
eyening,) and his sick look as part of his 
claim on us. 


Again and spats we went to the prison, 
as often as we dared, sometimes by coaxing 
Barney, oftener without. 

As theedays went on, I could not tell all 
we carried him. Apples, cakes, a light 
bun, (bought if we happened to haye a 
twenty-five cent script, ) and oftener yet, a 
roll or biscuit with a bit of ham from our 
school basket, were quickly and surrepti- 
tiously slipped in to him. 

We were little mites, slender children 

even for our ages and quick as sparrows in 
our movements. We could come and go, 
while the guard, (with his keen glance at 
the upper windows, where the well prison- 
ers were, ) slowly paced his beat to the cor- 
ner. Of “‘our prisoner’s” mental suffer- 
ings, of course we knew nothing, the one 
thing that grieved us, was what we called, 
his “hungry look.” 
_ Nothing intimidated us, or baulked our 
ingenuity; and after a few visits we were 
traitors indeed. For we had cut out a 
piece of apple, and in the hollow rolled a 
childish note, running something in this 
wise: 


Mk. PRISUNEER: We will give you_some candy ter- 
morrer for your cole. BELLA ELLETT. 


We had been early initiated into this 
mysterious sending of notes, thanks also to 
our ‘‘war-time training.” With commend- 
able patriotism the women of Richmond 
turned churches into sewing rooms, and 
made clothing as necessity pressed for 
army uses; and we had known many a pair 
of prosaic pants destined for the cotton 
fields of Georgia, or the sugar canes of 
Louisiana, to carry away in their pockets, 
tender verses from unknown hands, as a 
harmless bit of romantic mischief. 

We had even known Aunt Betsey (the 
Doreas, ) to send off with a prayerful look 
such encouraging promises as: ‘‘The Lor 
of hosts is with us,” or, ‘‘In famine he shall 
redeem thee from death.”” The full force 
of the last being no doubt very strenghten- 
ing to the half-famished soldiers of the 
Confederacy. 

So this particular form of communication 
appealed to us by the light of a good ex- 
ample; the difference being, that our notes 
were promptly received, and answered, 
too, in a volume of affectionate looks. Nor 
did we neglect ‘‘our prisoner’s” physical 
condition, for we carried him each evening 
a few hoarhound drops, or a chunk of 
Mammy’s molasses candy for his cough, 

We never ventured to the prison window 
unless ‘‘the coast was clear’; nor then did 
we always have the good fortune to come 
and go unnoticed; though our size and our 
sex often gained us an indulgent look from 
the surgeons in the laboratory adjoining 
the hospital, if they saw our faces at the 
window grating. It may have been they 
were not as close martinets as were the 
other officers, or perhaps to the sick it was 
thought safe to relax a little the rigors of 
prison discipline. 

Howbeit, there was an assistant surgeon, 
amere youth, who had even smiled one 
evening, as we threw ina flower, though 
he made a warning gesture for us to leave. 
We did not fear him very much and fortu- 
nately his hours on duty were usually those 
of our visits. : 

Barney’s evenings we never missed, and 
the corner was an ever present co-adjutor; 
its near proximity always a refuge. 

On those rare evenings when our friend 
was not at the window and we met the hor- 
rid death wagons, (and every child knew 
them) we shuddered with the fear that it 
was he who had died and was being taken 
the same day to bear company with the 
thousands of soldiers sleeping in the ceme- 
teries around Richmond. But ‘‘our pris- 
oner grew better, that is he looked better; 








for no words had been spoken between us, 
and for all each knew of the other’s lan- 

age, our dialects might have been as dif- 
erent as our sentiments of loyalty. 

Our prisoner had improved in every re- 
spect; there were better clothes, there was 
the look of quick convalescence which hope 

ives, an erect carriage came to the slender 

gure, and a kind of sans souci expression 
about the handsome face asif he and ad- 
verse fate had declared a truce; and latter- 
ly, a bright, glad smile from the dark eyes 
ways greeted us, 

One day indeed he had almost laughed 
out as we ah Ma shied in—a sweet potato! 
Iremember Uncle Bob and the black mule 
had just come in from the farm and brought 
the ‘‘crop o’ taters’, How we could have 
lived in those days of semi-starvation with- 
out supplies from the home place, I do not 
know. And even these fell far short of our 
needs; as able-bodied servants were press- 
ed to work upon the labyrinth of breast- 
works that girded the city. 

So Bella and I gladly availed ourselves of 
the potato ‘‘crop”, certaizly a good substi- 
tute for apples which were scarce (and two 
dollars apiece), or for the flowers now fast 
fading away. We had scooped out cylin- 
drical hollows for notes, and we much pre- 
ferred potatoes to any of our other mail 
facilities. 

Bella was the scribe, though I often affix- 
ed my name beneath hers with many a 
curling flourish. We gave rare bits of 
news in these spiral notes, some of it no 
doubt treasonable, and not very comfort- 
ing to a Federal officer, for I call to mind 
that we told him Cousin Tom was wounded 
at the big battle of Cedar Creek, ending 
with ‘‘we whipped the Yankys’’. In Rich- 
mond we always ‘‘whipped the enemy” and 
an exaggerated confidence in ultimate vic- 
tory was kept up by the glowing accounts 
of the ‘‘war bulletins’’. 

Our prisoner had contrived at different 
times to place on the window ledge for us 
two small white bone rings, and two brass 
buttons cut from his coat. These last were 
sacred gifts, albeit the eagle’s head on one 
was flattened, and both were tarnished un- 
til we rubbed them up. 

But dark times were coming. Bella was 
taken sick, and grew rapidly worse, with 
no prospect of being out soon; so we held 
a small council of war, and it was decided 
that I should wait Barney’s evening and go 
to the prison alone. 

I started, but not meeting Barney, reso- 
lutely decided to venture anyhow. No 
thought of shirking what by this time had 
grown from the heat of a child’s generous 
impulse to a sense of affectionate duty 
crossed my mind. 

It had been several days since we had 
seen ‘‘our prisoner,” and I felt that he 
watched for us ee only friends) as the 
sunlight on his dreary prison day. Soon 
I went faster than usual. Yes, he was 
there! looking anxiously out at the bars;— 
and the sash was down. 

But he gave me a bright, glad smile, 
raised his white fingers to his lips, and 
slightly shook his head as the beardless lit- 
tle assistant, Mr. D., came near the window. 

It seemed an evening of fatalities. I 
gave my ‘‘prisoner” one tearful glance and 
turned away; but I had lingered too long 
and Me taken but a aie stone ne the 
guard (a stranger), rough rasped my 
shoulder. Not much of ‘‘ole ‘Mis ” valor 
that I had heard so often vaunted came to 
her little grand-daughter then, for I nearly 
shrieked with terror. 

‘“‘What are you doing here?” said the 
sentinel. 

I choked back my fear however and was 
a Yankee for once, 
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‘‘Where is Mr. Barnes,” said I, ‘‘ain’t 
this his evening on?” 

**Yes,” said he, ‘but I ain’t Mr. Barnes, 
and this ain’t no place for you,” giving me 
a grim look as he released my arm. And I 
—put up the street and climbed the steps in 
the hill side, like an Alpine goat! Once 
there we were always safe. But either the 
fright, or long insufficient nourishment, or 
Bes , told upon me; for next day I was ill, 
also. 

When at last we recovered, Bella and T, 
we were pale little shadows of what we had 
been. We learned from Barney’s wife 
(who lived near), that he had been sent to 
field duty, and it was long after Christmas. 
before we ventured near the frowning old 
Libby again. Even then it was in fear 
and trembling that we walked sedately 
past. 

The windows wére closed and barred. 
No prisoners were on the ground floor, and 
from the windows above, we saw no one 
like ‘‘our prisoner.” No handsome dark 
eyes grew glad at the sight of the two little 
rebel girls. Time and again as we grew 
stronger, we passed the prison, and fur- 
tively stole a look up, to see if he was among 
the shadowy forms. But he was not. “Was 
not,” indeed we feared, as chill forebodings 
of his fate grieved our hearts. 

The coil was tightening around Rich- 
mond. Oftener the alarm bells rang call- 
ing out the reserve, the old men and the 
boys, to the city’s defenses; and gradually 
the compass of hope grew smaller. But 
these are things of history. Amid want 
and the privations known only to a doomed 
city, coupled with the riotous murmurings 
of a portion of its populace, the few weeks 
elapsed until the eventful day came, which 
closed the struggle. 

Of that memorable time when Richmond 
fell so much has been written there is 
nothing new to chronicle. We were notin 
the fire-belt; but we overlooked from 
Churchill a valley of seething flames. The | 
explosion of the powder magazine, the 
bursting of shells at the Armory, the deaf- 
ening bombs exploding in every direction, 
tolled off the hours; for time seemed to 
have gone into a fearful eternity. 

We children were kept in the house, and 
how the next few days passed I know not. 
Communication was cut off from our home 
place and we had little to eat. Added to 
which mother’s grief for my father’s un- 
certain fate had quenched even her brave 
spirit. 

And so the days went by. 

One morning we were all in mother’s 
room, (for fear kept us together,) when 
Mammy came in and handed my mother a 
card. 

‘‘What does he want deny 
turning it about, ‘‘what cau he 
me?” 

‘De name er heaben on’y kno’ Mis’ Ma’y, 
hits a Yankee off’cer, an he say he want 
you erlone.” 

My mother gave one look around at her 
frightened family, said something in a low 
tone to Mammy and went out. Mammy 
gave us our scanty dinner of black pes 
and corn bread, and Bella and I went up 
stairs and esconced ourselves in our favor- 
ite dormer window. 

We heard mother call; and then Mam’ 
Judy came panting up the steps; for hard 
times had not shown on her stout frame. 

‘You mar want you all, chil’un, bofe on 
you,” she said, to Bella and me. 

We went down stairs supposing the ‘‘off’- 
cer” was gone. But he was not; and our 
wonder increased when Mammy got us 
clean blue checkered aprons, and put them 
on over our homespun dresses, saying 
mother wanted us in the parlor, 














said she, 
want with 





these are the children;” taking us each 
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Partly frightened and partly with the 
old mother Eve aroused, we stood while 
Mammy twisted Bella’s curls, and pulled 
my own straight locks, (‘‘ole Mis’ har,” she 
called it,) tighter back. 

Mother met us at the parlor door:— 
“Colonel Wychoff,” said she, “I guess 


b 
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What did mother mean, and why did 
she look at us as if she didn’t quite know ? 

And oh horror! what did it mean when 
this Yankee in all his glittering uniform 
came toward us with outstretched hands, 
and Jed us back to his seat and kissed us 
solemnly, seemingly the while to seru- 
tinize us closely, as if trying to see in what 
way we differed from our more fortunate 
Northern sisters? 

**Yes,” said he, ‘these are the chil- 
dren.” 

The intuitions of childhood are infallible. 
With one good look in his noble, kindly 
face we feared no more. We gazed in awe 
at the blueness of his coat and the glory of 
his gold braid. 

Alas! the dress coats we had lately seen 
were old and frayed, and the gilt as dimmed 
as the rank they now represented. 

The colonel soon had Bella on his knee, 
and I standing by in amazement at his 
condescension. Presently he brought out 
two oranges (for every thing else came in 
with the conquering troops), and I asked 
if his ‘‘ little girl liked oranges.” 

oh fo said he, ‘‘my big girl does, and 
{have a big boy who iikes oranges and is 
very, very fond of little girls.” 

**No,” said pert Miss Bella,” not little 
Richmond girls he wouldn’t, every body 
aint like you, they call us rebel girls, and 
one blue soldier called Minnie Bell ‘‘ old 
secesh.” 

‘* Bless my life,” said the colonel, “‘what 
a very curious name ! but of all girls, it is 
the little Richmond girls that my bi bird 
likes the very best,” with a niatitesat loo 
in his fine old eyes as they traveled over to 
mother; whereat we greatly wondered. 

We were petted and made much of a lit- 
tle while longer, and then mother said we 
might go, kissing us quietly and telling us 
to be ** good children.” 

My mother came back from the parlor a 
changed person, a look of hope on her face, 
and with it a dazed expression as of some 
good she could not quite realize. Once or 
twice she caught us apse r to her 
arms when we were near; and with stream- 
ing eyes, murmured something about 
‘* bread upon waters.” 

It was long before she trusted herself to 
tell us she knew the story of ‘‘our prison- 
er.” No restriction had been placed upon 
us regarding the prisons, one naturally 
supposing that fear would have kept us 
away. Mother chided us mildly a time 
afterward for our indiscretion, but recog- 
nizing the purer principles of pity whic 
had actuated us and the great good our 
kindness had brought, she halted now be- 
tween conflicting duties and wisely kept 
silent. 

For Colonel Wychoff was the father of 
our prisoner, who had been exchanged by 
special order during our illness. It was in 
the first few weeks of his imprisonment be- 
fore he had been able to communicate with 
his father, and when he was _ sick and with- 
out friends or money, that Bella and I had 
seen him. . : 

He was doubly sick, his father said, with 
neglect and loneliness when we came to his 
prison window with our chileish smiles aod 
flowers and the few more solid gifts we 
managed to bestow. _ : as 

That it had given him an interest in life 
when he needed it most, was perhaps true. 
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Lieutenant Wychoff in after days often in- 
sisted that Mammy’s hoarhound drops 
were of more benefit to him than all the 
medicine in the Confederate pharmaco- 
pecia. Be that asit may, they seemed to 
think it a debt they owed, and the day of 
Colonel Wychoft’s visit was our last day of 
“want and terror. 

Best of all, he cheered mother with his 
promise to find father if alive, or use his 
influence in his behalf if a prisoner. He 
was neither dead nor in prison ; but was 
found in a Petersburg hospital with one 
arm just amputated, and during these days 
of sickness and sorrow no man ever had 
better friend than the victor in blue was to 
the conquered soldier in tattered grey. 

The land of the Hanover place was still 
our own ; the frame of the well-built house 
standing, though what remained was a 
shattered remainder of the battles which 
had been fought around it. Colonel Wy- 
choff interested himself personally during 
my father’s illness to see that the house was 
repaired, and it became a common thing 
that he should take ‘‘ we children ” the ten 
mile drive down in the country, whither 
Mammy and Uncle Bob and the black mule 
were already installed. 

Later we were all back there, and the 
Virginia homestead assumed a semblance 
of its old time comfort. 

Did our romance end here? Not quite ; 
for when Bella and I were shy girls of four- 
teen at boarding schoolin Richmond, ‘‘ our 
prisoner’”’ came with his beautiful bride to 
the city. We were féted and admired until 
our giddy heads were fairly turned; though 
Lieutenant Wychoff said he wished he 
could transform us for one hour to the 
poorly clad little girls who had come (as 
he phrased it) to his prison window as the 
ravens came to Elijah. 
* * % # + # re *# & 

Years have passed since then, and among 
the younger generation the given names of 
Wychoff and Ellett are of frequent oceur- 
ence, while in the near future is the bright 
prospect that ties of blood will cement those 
of love and gratitude. 

Afton, Va. 


A young man proposed for the hand of 
a beautiful girl. As she hesitated, he said, 
‘IT wait your answer with bated breath.” 
The girl, who is a good deal of a humorist, 
said, ‘‘ Well, Mr. M., you will have to bait 
your breath with something besides high 
wines to catch your humble servant.” 


If it is not beneath the sons and daugh- 
ters of a monarch to learn a trade, it ought 
not to be beneath the sons and daughters 
of republican American to emulate their 
good example, provided they possess the 
requisite ability todo so. It is absolutely 
certain that happy marriages will be pro- 
moted by this independence among women. 
Not being at leisure to nurse every passing 
fancy, girls would elect to wait patiently 
until the light of true love came into their 
lives.— Century. 


_ The following specimen of “‘oetting even” 
is related by a correspondent of the Elmira 

(N. Y.) Gazette: ‘‘ Miss Sawver who is 

. ¥ ’ : 

poor, was introduced at a lunch party to 
Miss Taylor, who was rich, and was coldly 
received. Miss Sawyer is bright and knows 
her own antecedents and Miss Taylor’s also. 
She was unabashed, and spoke cheerily : 
‘I’m-so glad to meet you. I’ve always 
wanted to. It’s sofunny—my name is Saw- 
yer and my grandfather was a tailor, and 
your name is Taylor and your grandfather 
was a sawyer. Mine used to make clothes 


for yours, and yours used to saw wood for 
mine. 
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YOUNG LADIES’ DEPARTMENT. 
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Flowers in Winter. 

The green leaves of growing plants at the 
window are always a delight to the eye, but 
how much more so are the flowers, beans 
ful and fragrant! 

They are what we want, and the surest 
way of having them is to depend on flower- 








ROMAN HYACINTH. 


ing bulbs. These are to be had at low 
prices from all florists, and are easily sent 
by mail. 

Their culture is simple, and if the plain 
directions here given are followed exactly, 
success is certain. 

The main point is to get a good growth of 
roots, before the tops start. To do this, 
pot the bulbs in light, sandy soil, moder- 
ately rich, water them well, and stand them 
in a cool, dark place for not less than three 
weeks, 

Then bring them to a window in a warm 
room, (a south window is best,) and the 
tops will quickly spring up with the wished 
for bloom. 

A pinch of salt to each pot, well mixed 
through the soil, will be appreciated by the 
bulbs, and a teaspoonful af powdered char- 





PREEZIA, 


coal used in the same way will make the 
colors more beautiful. 

Nothing is gained by planting bulbs be- 
fore they are ready to grow. The first of 





January is time enough for all but the Cro- 


The Hyacinth needs the same treatment, 
but a five-inch pot, and should be planted 
singly. Planted in January, the Hyacinth 
will bigohs in five or six weeks. 

The Narcissus is found in many varieties, 
double and single, the colors principally 
yellow, orange and white, and their combi- 
nations. All are very beautiful, and easy 
to grow. : 

The Chinese Narcissus, or Sacred Lily, 
is an enormous bulb, larger than a coffee 
cup. The Chinese grow it in dishes, or 
vases, filled with pebbles and water, the 
bulbs being placed on the pebbles so as just 
to touch the water. 

The Bermuda Eastern Lily is a flower of 
rare beauty, and deserves an honored place 
at the window. It produces from four to 
eight long, fragrant, pure white flowers, 
increasing year by year. It needs a six- 
inch pot. 

The Tulip does nct always succeed in the 
house, but if only the single varieties are 
used, a display may be counted upon. Use 
four-inch pots, or three in a six-inch pot. 

The Freesia is a small bulb, producing 
clusters of white and yellow flowers of deli- 
cious fragrance. It should be in every col- 
lection. Plant three in a five-ineh pot. 

The Calochortus, or Butterfly Tulip, is a 
flower of remarkable diversity of colors and 
markings. There are no two flowers exactly 
alike. Plant these in a five inch pot. Highly 
recommended. 

There are other bulbs, Anemones, Ram- 
inculus; Ixias, ete., but those above named 
are sufficient to make a fine show for several 
weeks. 

By allowing some of each kind to remain 
longer in the dark than the stipulated three 
weeks, and bringing them up at intervals 
of a week or so, the display may be pro- 
longed until the robin announces that 
spring has come again. 

Fuorence Lryron Frevp. 
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A Distressing Accident. 


Precerrress (at Vassar).—Well, Miss 
Daisy, I’m waiting for your recitation, 

Miss Datsy’s Bosom Frienp.—Please, 
ma’am, she’s got her chewing-gum caught, 
and can’t open her month.—Puck. 





Miss Louise Curtis, of New York, was for 
years the leading manufacturer of Masonic 
and Odd Fellows’ regalias. 


There are no great changes in ieee 
this year. The newest pins are the brooch 
shape of our grandmothers. 





— 


tRoAA LIV TALK: 








GAMES AND PASTIMES. 
Contributions for this department solicited from all 


readers, 











‘Rainbow Parties. 


The latest society novelty is what is 
known as the rainbow party, and alread 
it has assumed the proportions of an epi- 
demic. Old bachelors and young men who 
have always lived lives of single blessed- 
ness are generally the fortunate ones at 
these parties. The rainbow party cunning- 
ly serves to illustrate the helplessness of 
man, and also displays in no dim light the 
advantages of being married. 

Allthe young ladies in attendance wear 
neat little aprons of such design and color 
as the taste of the wearer may suggest. 
The bottoms are all carefully left un- 
hemmed. Every young lady has a num- 
ber, and duplicates numbers are kept in a 
box, which isgenerally placed in the neigh- 
borhood of the gentleman’s cloak-room, in 
charge of two young ladies. The gentle- 
man buy tickets, which entitle them to 
a draw from the box. The purchaser hay- 
ing drawn a number, at once sets out to 
find the young lady wearing the duplicate 
number on her apron. 

After all the young men have found their 
aprons, or rather their young ladies wearing 
their proper aprons the master of ceremonies 
announcesthe conditions. The young men 
are to hem the aprons, and the one doing 
the neatest, quickest and most careful 
piece of work is to receive a prize. The 
young ladies supply their escorts with 
needle and thread, and at the call of time 
the fun begins with the efforts of the con- 
testants to thread their needles. Young 
ladies are strictly forbidden to thread the 
needles of their escorts, and a violation of 
the rules compels the recipient of the favor 
to forfeit all claims on the prize. 

The young ladies enjoy the contest im- 
mensely, and it is fidiens pretty sight to 
watch ascore of smiling young misses lean- 
ing back in their chairs and watching with 
merry eyes the struggles of the clumsy- 
fingered swains before them. After the 
needles are threaded, and the young men 
are at work, the scene is none the less in- 
spiring. At last time is called, and a com- 
mittee judges on the work. At a West 
Side party recently the young man who 
was most handy with needle and thread 
carried home an elegant French mantle 
clock. 

The aprons are auctioned off after the 
prizes are awarded.— Chicago News. 





A Test in Pronunciation. 


Mueh amusement may be had from the 
following. Let one of the company read it 
aloud, slowly, pronouncing each word dis- 
tinctly, while the rest look out for errors 
in pronunciation. Use a Webster’s Una- 
bridged to settle disputes. 

‘*Roland and Rosamond were lovers. Ros- 
amond was ephemeral but comely, hypo- 
chondriacal but not lugubrious, didactic 
but not dishonest, nor given to ribald or 
truculent grimaces. Her pedal extremities 
were, perhaps, a trifle too large for playing 
organ pedals successfully, but her heart 
was not at all adamantine, and her address 
was peremptory without being diffuse. 
Roland, on the other hand, was of a satur- 
nine countenance, at once splenetic and 
combative in disposition, so that his was- 
sails and orgies were almost maniacal in 
their effects. He was a telegrapher by 
profession, having received a diploma from 
Caius College, but aggrandized his stipend 
by dabbling in philology, orthoepy and 








zoology during his leisure hours, so that 
he was accused of fetichism and tergiversa- 
tion by his patrons. Still, his acumen and 
prescience were such that only a misogy- 
nist would discern that he was an aspirant 
for the gallows. His acetic, rather than 
ascetic, nature naturally inclined him to 
visit a chemical laboratory, well filled with 
apparatus, to which he had access, whence 
he often returned with globules of iodine 
and albumen on his caoutchoue shoes, 
which subjected him to the risk of numer- 
ous altercations with his landlady, a virago 
and pythoness in one, and with the servant, 
her accessory or ally. Roland had, how- 


ever, become acclimated to lis place, re- | 


ceived everything with equability, reclined 
upon the divan where he contemplated the 


elysium where Rosamond dwelt, and ad- | 


dressed donative distichs to her in the sub- 
sidenece of raillery. There was a certain 


diocesan who endeavored to disposess Ro- | 


land in the affections of Rosamond, but he 
was enervated by bronchitis, laryngitis and 


diphtheria, which on their subsidence left | 


his carotid artery in an apparently lethar- 
gic condition. He had sent Rosamond a 
ring with onyx, a chalcedonic variety of 
stone, and once hung a placard where he 
knew she would see it from her casement; 
but she steadfastly rejected his overtures 
and ogled him as if he were a dromedary. 
The diocesan betook himself to absolutory 
papers, but continued his digressions and 
inquiries. Roland became cognizant of 
this amour, and armed with a withe he in- 
veighed against this interloper, who de- 
fended himself with a falehion until Roland 
disarmed him, houghing his palfrey withal. 
After the joust, the prebendary abjectly 
apologized, albeit in a scarcely respirable 
condition, then hastened to the pharmaceu- 
tic’s aerie for copaiba, morphine and quin- 
ine, and was not seen again till the next 
Michaelmas. Roland returned on Christ- 
mas Day, took an inventory of his posses- 
sions, which consisted of a large package of 
almond cement, a package of envelopes, a 
dish of anchovy sauce, a tame falcon, a 
book of acoustics, a miniature of a mirage, 
a treatise on the epizootic, a stomacher 
lined with sarcenet, a cerement of sepulture, 
a cadaver anda bomb. The next day the 
hymeneal rites were performed, and Rosa- 
mond became thenceforth his faithful co- 
adjutant and housewife.” 


Wolf and Sheep Game. 

This age is played somewhat like the 
game of fox and geese. Follow the lines 
in moving or jumping. You want 18 sheep 





and one wolf. Begin at one side to place 
the sheep and put the wolf in the middle. 
Let the one that has the wolf move first and 
then pen him if you ean; but look out that 
he doesn’t get all the sheep. 


HOU 
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| self-teaching that REALLY DOES TEACH. 








BEHOLD AGENTS 


SEHOLD PACKAGES 


GO WITH A RUSH. 
People borrow money to buy them; nothing like them. 


To Agents Samples and Circulars 2 Stamps, 


L. A, WOODWARD & CO,, THOMPSONVILLE, CONN 


THE BEST YET. 


TEN YEARS ESTABLISHED. 

We will send to any reader of PLAIN TALK just 
ONE DOLLAR & TEN CENTS’ WORTH 
OF NOVELTIES, CARDS, PLAYS, GAMES 
TRICKS, PUZZLES, &c., for 
ONLY TWENTY-FIVE CENTS., 
in a neat box, postpaid, by mail. Really this box is 
WORTH DOLLARS for instruction and amusement in any 


I and tO ENTERTAIN COMPANY. Please bear in 
mind that the old and young MUST HAVE their buttons 


sewed on tight when some of the games are played. An 
elegant present. You should send at once.. Only 25c. 


Postal note or silver preferred. 
Ss. M. BOWLES, WOODFORD, VERMONT. 


HVERYTHING GORS. 


We have on hand about One Hundred of those well 
known 


Gaskell’s Compendiums, 


that we want to get rid ot 


AT 25c. EAGH. 


Everybody knows that GASKELL’s COMPLETE Com- 
PENDIUM OF PENMANSHIP is the only correct system of 
It contains 


models for practice in Business Writing, Ladies’ Pen- 


| manship, Ornamental Work, Artistic Pen Sketching, 


&c., all enclosed in neat and handsome case. 


The Publisher's price is $1.00—Ours, 25c. 


MYERS & CO., 


614% PATCHEN AVE., BROOKLYN, N. Y. 


CASOESASINILEFCON, 


or THE MARVELLOUS WHEREWITHAL EDUCATOR. 
ITS PRICE IS $1.00. 
ILLUSTRATED AND DEMONSTRATED; 
COMPREHENDING 30,000 TOPICS 
INTO $1.00 ITS COST TO YOU. 
NO MNEMONICS, 





NO CLASSES, 
BUT A LIFE COURSE, $1. 
THE PERFECTION OF SIMPLICITY. 


WHEREWITHAL 
Manfg. & Pub. Co. 


PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
Give full address for mailing. 


The 


Now publishing or about to publish a paper, are re- 
quested to communicate with me. I have unsurpassed 


facilities for the prompt and neat execution of all orders 
entrusted to me. 


MY EXPERIENCE 


Has been so extended that I can give valuable aid in the 
make up of journals entrusted to my care. 


IN WRITING 


For estimate state size of paper desired (if possible send 
printed sample), how many copies each month, how 
many advertising pages, and about what quality of 
paper. 


BE. VAN: SCHAACK, 
20 RYERSON ST., BROOKLYN N. Y 


Enclose 2 cent stamp for reply. 
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Contributions to this A lg ch are solicited from 
all readers. Questions will be answered by competent 
authorities. 





In four years the British Museum has ac- 
quired 270,000 specimens in the depart- 
ment of zoology alone. 

A beetle as large as a sparrow has been 
received by the State Entomologist of New 
York. Itcame from Central America. He 
has another curiosity that resembles two 
green leaves attached to a twig. It is 
called a camel cricket, and was produced 
in Texas. 


A newly imported Frenchman from Cork 
employed on a Wisconsin farm lately tilted 
up a bee hive to find out what the ‘‘ bugs” 
were doing. He knows now and this is the 
result of fis examination : ‘‘There waza 
million of ’em and they wuz makin’ chain 
lightin’, and bedad they hed 2,000 tons on 
hand which busted in me face afore I hed 
time to put the box down. Do you see 
them eyes? Sure it wuz the wust shindy 
I wuz iver in.” 


The biggest trees in the world are the 
mammoth trees of California. One of a 
grove in Tulare County, according to 
measurements made by members of the 
State Geological Survey, was shown to be 
276 feet in height, 108 feet in circumfer- 
ence at base, and 76 feet at a point 12 feet 
above ground. Some of the trees are 376 
feet high, and 34 feet in diameter. Some 
of the largest that have been felled indi- 
cate an age of from 2,000 to 2,500 years. 


Giant TREE IN CALIFoRNIA.—An engin- 
eer of the Comstock mines reports that, 


while Se ee time recently in the | 
1 


wilds of the Sierras, in Tulare County, 
California, he came upon an enormous tree 
of the sequoia species, which he believes to 
be the largest on the continent. The par- 
ty had no rule with them, but one of them 
measured the giant with his rifle, which is 
four feet in length. He found it to be for- 
ty-four lengths of his gun in circumfer- 
ence, ata point above the ground as high 
as he could reach. The top of the tree has 
been broken off, but is still of great height. 


Most ornithologists have hitherto been 
of opinion that birds during their yearly 
migrations never cross the Caucasus chain 
of mountains, and that on their way towards 
the north and on their return they follow 
the shores of the Black sea or of the Caspi- 
an. It appears, however, from recent ob- 
servations made by M. Rossikoff and com- 
municated to the Caucasus newspaper, 
that sucn is not the case. On October 9, 
while on the banks of the Aragva, close by 
the Ananur station, he saw a number of 
large birds on the summit of the Tsikhes- 
dziri Mountain, and they proved to bea 
flock of some 100 to 150 white storks, which 
were crossing the Caucasus chain on their 
return journey. The inhabitants say that 
cranes, herons, and ducks have been often 
seen in that part of the main chain on their 
migrations. 

Rats’ Teeru.—The rat is finely equipped 
for the life he is ordained to lead. He has 
strong weapons, in the shape of four long 
and very sharp teeth—two in the upper jaw 
and two in the lower. These teeth are 
wedge shape, and, by a wonderful provis- 
ion of nature, have always a fine, sharp, 
cutting edge. On examining them care- 
fully, the inner part is found to be soft, 
ivory-like composition, which can be easi- 
ly worn away, and the outside is composed 
of a glass-like enamel, which is exceeding- 
ly hard. The upper teeth work into the 











under, so that the centres of the opposed | 


‘*Talking about strange features of ani- 
mal life, says Mr. Dunn, the natural histo- 
ry collector of the California State Univer- 
sity, ‘‘ we have on the Mojave desert a tur- 
tle that eats grass. It lives in holes in the 
sand, which it makes to escape the intense 
heat of the sun. You may take a stick and 
get them out. They are the Xerobates 
Agassizii, just lately named for the great 
naturalist, a very pretty turtle, that gets 
on good feeding to be about ten inches 
long and to weigh six to eight pounds. A 
woman down on the desert last summer, 
where I was, had eight or ten of them in 
an open pen, which she was fattening to 
eat. They ate grass like horses. When 
these turtles get fat, as they quickly do on 
the grass, they beat all the frogs or roast 
turkeys you ever ate. An ordinary one of 
these turtles is worth $3 or $4.” 


How Insects Brearue.—A naturalist de- 
scribing the curious arrangement for 
breathing furnished insects, says: ‘‘ If we 
take any moderately large insect, say a 
wasp or hornet, we can see, even with the 
naked eye, that a series of small, spot-like 
marks runs along either side of the body. 
These apparent spots, which are pees, i 
eighteen or twenty in number, are, in fact, 
the apertures through which air is admit- 
ted into the system, and are generally 
formed in such a manner that no extrane- 
ous matter can by any possibility find en- 
trance. Sometimes they are furnished 
with a pair of horny lips, which can be 
opened and closed at the will of the insect; 
in other cases they are densely fringed 
with stiff interlacing bristles, forming a fil- 
ter, which allows air, and air alone, to pass. 
But the apparatus, of whatever character it 
may be, is always so wonderfully perfect 
. > . ve . 
in its action that it has been found impos- 
sible to inject the body of a dead in- 
sect with even so subtile a medium as spir- 
its of wine, although the subiect was first 
immersed in the fluid and then placed be- 
neath the receiver of an air pump. 


Crows Cannot Count.—Cunning as the 
crow is, it cannot count, which weakness, 
according to the New York Sun, was taken 
advantage of by a prudent farmers. Con- 
necticut farmers this year have been driven 
to their wits’ end to circumvent the crows. 
A farmer, Amos Brown, had a particularly 
fine piece of corn-land, and was harassed 
by crows who dug up the kernels as fast as 
he could plant them. 

He built a pen of rails in the middle of 
the lot and concealed himself with an old- 
fashioned, double-barrelled shot-gun, de- 
termined to kill all he could and frighten 
the rest. As long as he remained in the 
pen, however, not a crow would show it- 
self, and, after waiting several hours, he 
grew meditative and left the pen. No 
sooner was he outside the lot than down 
came a big flock of black robbers. 

Mr. Brown took another trip to the pen, 
this time accompanied by a hired man. 
After remaining a short time the latter re- 
turned to the house. As soon as he was 
fairly out of sight down came the crows 


| and bang went Mr. Brown’s gun and killed 


ten of the birds. 
This gave Mr. Brown unalloyed pleasure, 


|and as he started out of his pen to pick up 


the dead crows and hang them up as a 
warning to the others, he shouted after 
the rest of the flock : 

‘*Ah, ye are cunnin’ critters, but ye 
can’t count wuth a cent!” 
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OR FACTS i 
Valuable for Man, Woman or Child, send Four Cents to 
M. C. FOLGER, W. Pawlet, Vt. 

Mention PLAIN TALK when answering. 


A AN OME CIF A handsome phones 
» album, holding 12 photo- 
grap 8, Will be sent by mail, Speck 8 oe to any reader of 
LAIN ‘TALK who will Send the publishers the names and 
correct addresses from as many different le oa a as 
possible, of 15 of their young friends likely to be inter- 
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$65 to 15¢e.% Tue Lapres’ Home Visitor, an old estab- 
lished, handsomely illustrated family monthly paper of 16 
pages, 64 columns, is bound to add 25,000 new subscribers 
to its already large list of 46,000, therefore proposes to give 
every person sending them 50e. for a years subscription 
a present worth from $65 to 15e. Sample paper free 
when desired. VEISETOR CO., Fitchburg, Mass 
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Fast-selling Articles, put up in an ELEGANT CASE 

sent free to any address on receipt of 15 cents in 
stamps (Ic.) to prepay postage, etc. We make this great 
offer to introduce our goods in all parts of the country. 
Agents wanted everywhere. Special circulars sent with 
samples. Address at once to 


Chas. B. Thompson, Bridgewater, Conn. 


Valuable Package: Free. 


We must have agents to sell our goods, so will for a 
short time only send FREE this package to agents send- 
ing name and 2c. stamp to pay postage. We will also 
ya your name in §,000 copies of our Agents’ Directory. 
Send you copy of same and package all for 12c, in 
This will bring you hundreds of sample pa- 
pers, books, etc. We carry the finest line of agents’ 
goods in the U,S. Send us your name. 

Box P. T. 


EUREKA SUPPLY CO., Aurora, III 
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A NEW YEAR’S OFFER. No. 1. 
OR ONLY 10 CENTS we will send you the Collector's 
‘riend, a large 12 page monthly magazine for all, § 
0S, on trial (15c.), insert your name in the great “Tiger 
fead” directory (6c,), send you a “Swiss Bird Call” 
(10c.), and also send you a large bundle of papers, circu- 
lars, etc. (l0c.). Big catalogue sent with every lot. 4lc. 
worth of goods, etc..for19¢, Address , 
Cc. E. CURTISS, Pub., Sanwens. Genesee Co., N. Y. 
OFFER Woe. 2. 
White Bristol ond 12 Transparent Cards with name 
2 on for only 19C, C. E. CURUISS, Sawens, N. Y, 
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particulars reas. our fast selling novelties and 


GENTS’ SUPPLY CO., West Haven, Conn. 


"FLAMIN ITAL Ke 








Original contributions solicited for this page. Send 
sketches, no matter how rough, with descriptions when 
possible, and illustrations will be made. 
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The Philadelphia 7imes gives simple di- 
rections for making a kaleidoscope, which 
always entertains the young people by the 
beautiful and endless transformations 
which it produces : 

At the glazier’s shop get three strips of 

lass, say ten inches long and one and a 

alf to two inches wide, all exactly the 
same size, and tie them together, triangu- 
larly, with string. 

Cut a piece of partly transparent writing- 
paper so that it will fit one over one end of 
this prism, leaving narrow edges to lap 
over. Paste this on with mucilage or flour 
paste, and then cut a piece just like it for 
the other end, except that it must be cut 
out of paper that is entirely opaque. 

In the centre of this opaque end cuta 
round hole a little larger than a silver dime. 
This hole is for the eye. Now cover the 
sides of the apparatus with the same paper 
you used for the eye-piece, and the kaleid- 
oseope is finished. 

Put a few pieces of colored glass or beads 
in, and turn the thin paper end to the 
light. Then with your eye to the hole cut 
in the opaque paper end, keep the prism 
slowly turning, and you will have all the 
beautiful effects shown by the expensive 
kaleidoscope bought in the store. 


A Simple Experiment. 


Fill a glass or basin with water, and on 
the surface scatter some pieces of camphor 
of different sizes, in any shape you please 
—let us say a scorpion, for example. After 
a little while the creature will begin to stir 
in the water, and you will see him move his 
paws and tail, as if he were trying to swim. 

Now this is a very simple experiment; 
some may even call it insignificant; but if 
it be studied, one may see that it can be 
made to yield some very interesting facts. 

In the first place, our scorpion swims 
upon the water, thus proving that the den- 
sity of the camphor is less than that of the 
water; but as, in some cases, the pieces 
sink almost entirely, it is evident that the 
difference in density is not very great. The 
density of the camphor is, in fact, .995, that 
of the water being taken as a unit. 

Again, the creature does not melt. Cam- 
phor cannot, then, be dissolved in water, 
whereas, if you had put it into alcohol, 
it would have soon been dissolve entirely. 

Next, why do the different pieces of the 
scorpion remain, as if fastened to each 
other, in the place where we put them? 
Because they are held together by the for- 
mation of meniscal liquids about each piece, 
produced by cohesion. 

‘The scorpion’s movements, which are the 
object of our experiment, are caused by 
the vapors which camphor emits, even in 
an ordinary temperature, and these vapors 
in escaping find enough resistance in the 
air to cause the movements which seem so 
mysterious. 

Lastly, to make our scorpion struggle 
still more violently, we have only to hold 
a lighted match near it; it takes fire imme- 
diately, and seems to writhe in the most 
fearful convulsions. Having proved in this 
way that camphor is combustible, we can 
make use of the knowledge so gained to 
mystify our friends in winter, by announc- 
ing that we are going to burn snow. This 
we do by making a hole in the snowball, 
and filling it with powdered camphor, so 
carefully that it cannot easily be detected, 

and then setting fire to it, 





—<"HOW TO DO IT.’%—| AMATEUR JOURNALISM 


This department is in charge of a well-known ama 
teur, PLAIN TALK will exchange with all amateur 
publications which are issued regularly. 


News and Notes. 


The Palladium, of Lindsley, Cincinnati, 
and Genius, of Jersey City, are maintain- 
ing their reputations as first class journals. 

The National Amateur, with Mr. Tru- 
man J. Spencer as editor, is commented on 
as excellent in the contributed department 
and careful in its editorials. 


_ Nulli Secundus is as fine an amateur 
journal as has been issued this year. Ot- 
tinger with his bright humor ; Heislein in 
his well written comments, and Cora Lynch 
Ottinger in her easy, pleasant sketches 
made a formidable editorial trio. 


President Barber of the National Ama- 
teur Press Association has a message in the 
organ that is remarkable only for those 
things which it does not say and the poor- 
ness of what it does say. had looked for 
much better results from that much lauded 
candidate. 

Our Free Lance of Carpenter and Eme- 
ry has sprung into prominence as a criti- 
eal, literary and commentatory journal of 
a high order. Day’s conciseness is visible 
in every line in his portion of Caduceus, 
while Wicks’ portion of that journal is 
equally characteristic. 


_Amateur journalism, with its 500 vota- 
ries, to whom it is a most interesting world 
of letters, is an undiscovered land to thou- 
ands who on having its resources related to 
them, would colonize its hospitable shores 
in hordes ; an institution composed of our 
youth, with its foundation story their ad- 
vancement and education, with its gates 
wide open and its supporters with arms 
spread to welcome all to its doors, who 
have its objects in sympathy. 


Perhaps there has been no greater sur- 
prise to amateurdom in general than the 
decisive entrance of Louis Kempner, of 
New York, in the political arena for high 
honors. Who will oppose him in the tilt 
for the presidency of the National Ama- 
teur Press Association ? There are many 
abler in the use of the pen, many more 
scrupulous as to means to accomplish a de- 
sired end, many more sincere in their 
true devotion to the cause, but there are 
none shrewder politicians, or none better 
parliamentarians. I wonder if these latter 
qualities will secure him the prize! Speak- 
ing of Kempner, his pushing campaign 
manager, the Matthew Stanley Quay, of 
amateurdom Norbert Heinsheimer, in 
spite of diminutiveness, will be found to 
possess the requisites of a successful leader. 


Literary circles welcome back with open 
arms the truants Brainerd P. Emery, Er- 
nest A. Edkins, Wm. W. Carpenter and 
Frank S. Wicks, of Literary Lyceum of 
America fame. Now that they admit the 
error of their ways, amateur journalists, 
who are just and unbiased, would be mean 
indeed to begrudge them the credit of a 
reform, which was most necessary to the 
cause, and can only condemn for the extra- 
ordinary and impossible means to accom- 
plish their worthy end. Amateurdom pro- 
fited by the L. of A.’s birth as well as 
by its death, paradoxical as that may seem. 
The current toward it, and it was by no 
means slight, brought all to the belief that 
a reform was necessary to the maintenance 
of the institution ; its death proved that 
there could be no ‘‘literocracy ” and no 
exclusive realm for the literati, that ama- 
teur journalism cannot exist without both 
literature and politics, y NEO BP 








DO YOU WANT ANY STAMPS 2 


DO YOU KNOW A GOOD THING WHEN YOU SEE IT? 


60 Varieties of Unused Postage Stamps for 75c, 
Among them you will find Am. Rapid, Bhopal, Bos- 
nia, Borneo, Coreo, Costa Rica, Dominican Repub- 
lic, Egypt, France news band, Guatemala, Japan, 
Kristiansunnd, Monaco, Mauritus 1859, Nowannug- 
ger, Phillippine Islands, Portugese Indies, Roumania, 
Russia, San Marino, Suriname, Sweden Losen, Tu- 
nis, and stamps from about 24 other countries, mak- 
ing a valuable addition to a moderate size collection, 


at a cost of but 75 cts. And that is not all. 


I have 
7 of the Mauritius, 16c. on 17c. rose which I will 
give with every order as long as they last, and those 
ordering the next 10 packets will receive an entire 
Order now, 
MEXICO, CENTRAL AND 
SOUTH AMERICA. 


40 varieties, including among them the 3¢e. 1885 


unused Deccan envelope. 


Mexico unused; also Mexico on ruled paper 1887 and 
1888. This is a very desirable lot of stamps for 
Price, 6oc. 


Mexico postal cards wsed are a scarce article, but I 


young collectors. 


will give one with the first ten packets. Order now. 





10 Cents per Set. All used. 


6 French Colonies. 
12 Australia. 


14 Spain. 
8 Roumania. 


20 France. 18 Great Britain. 
11 Portugal. 11 Norway. 
8 Turkey. 6 Cuba (Obsolete). 


6 Cape of Good Hope. 
$1 for above 130 Stamps. $1 for above 130 Stamps. 


STAMP COLLECTORS. A BARGAIN. 


1870 90c. carmine with embossed back, unused, $2.75. 
Order now, as I have a very limited supply. 


CHAS. A. TOWNSEND, 512 W. Market St., Akron, O. 


The American Stamp Collector’s Directory 


Contains 64 pages of matter; gives a list of nearly 1,300 
United States and Canadian collectors, with their ad- 
dress, and as far as could be obtained size of collection, 
specialty, and what philatelic societies the collector be- 
longs to. 

The peculiar arrangement makes this directory valu- 
able to the dealer as well as the collector, You should 
have acopy. WHY? Because itis the largest, best and 
the only exclusively American Stamp Directory ever 
published. BrcAUSE all names are those of bona-fide 
collectors, obtained since the first of Feb. Brcause the 
directory has better paper, larger and cleaner type, and 
is better printed than any similar work. 

Price, post free, 2 cts. To foreign countries, 30 cts. 


NEW JERSEY. 


BLOOMFIELD. 

Gustav Aue, Box 288, 750, U.S. Adhesive Postage only, 

AL PSR. {. P. V. of D., librarian of N. P. 5S 
William H. Aue, Box 228, 600 U. S. 

only, A, P. A 

HELMETTA. 

U. 8. Adhesive and Oddities 
A. 





Adhesave Postage 


ALVAH DAVISON, 550, 
Only, Ay Py A, Be). PB, 


CHAS. A. TOWNSEND, 
512 West Market Street, AKRON, OHIO. 


P, S.— Dealers supplied in quantities. Write for terms. 
This work is widely advertised in Philatelic Magazines. 
For 10c, extra I will mail a copy of the directory to 
purchasersfrom the abovelist amounting£ to $1 or r ove 
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We ask every reader to give a careful 
reading to the book advertisement on an- 
other page. 


Electrotypes of any cuts used in this pa- 
per will be furnished to other publishers at 
reasonable rates. 


Puatn Tauk wishes every one of its read- 
ers a right Happy New Year, filled to over- 
flowing with all good things. 


Stamp collectors can rely upon any state- 
ments made by the Granite State Stamp 
Company. They are reliable in every re- 
spect. 





We wish all of our readers to regard 
Puan Tak as their paper, and invite them 
all to write for it. Send us letters, boys; 
send us letters, girls. Tell us of your 
studies, of your pets, of your games. 


We have sent out several dozen of the 
books which we offer free to every tenth 
subscriber, and so far as we have been able 
to ascertain the persons receiving them 
have been well pleased. We publish letters 
from one or two of them. 

In answering advertisements in this pa- 
per please add to your letter, ‘‘saw adver- 
tisement in Puarw TauK.” Advertisers al- 
ways wish to know which mediums are pay- 
ing ones and if our readers will comply 
with this request it will be a favor which 
we shall appreciate. 


A Grand Prize Offer. 

Word hunts are popular and profitable 
forms of amusement. Puarn Taxx offers a 
series of prizes to the subscribers who 
make the most words out of the letters in 
the words 

CORN BASKET. 

The requirements are that only subserib- 
ers can compete, but any one can send 
their subscription in with their list of 
words. Proper names will not be allowed 
and only words found in the body of Web- 
ster’s Unabridged Dictionary, which will 
be considered a final authority in deciding 
all disputed points. No letter can be used 
in the same word twice. Lists must be ar- 
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ranged alphabetically, and must be written 
inink. The contest will close on February 
5th, 1889, and the result announced in the 
March number. 

The first prize will be FIVE DOLLARS IN 
GoLp; the second a GOLD DOLLAR; the 
third, fourth and fifth each one of our 
books to be selected by the winner. The 
‘‘booby prize” will be a leather medal. 
Should more than one list contain the same 
number of words the first prize will be 
awarded to the one having the fewest 
errors. 


What Trade Will You Learn? 


Perhaps Puatn Taux’s boys and girls 
have been so busy writing letters to Santa 
Claus that they have not had time to write 
us. Several additional letters have been re- 
ceived since the last issue, and we will 
print extracts from the most interesting 


ones, reserving others for treatment later. 


“T am thirteen years old and when I am sixteen I ex- 
pect to leave school and go into a broker's office. My 
papa says that boys who always associate with men 
who are not worth a great deal and who deal in little 
matters are likely to be Justlike them, and that he wants 
me to work for men who handle large sums of money, 
and try and be somebody.” 


This from ‘‘ Harry 8S.” Some good sense 
in this idea, but money isn’t the only de- 
sirable thing. Be a broker, if you will, 
but be an honest one. Don’t gamble in 
stocks and try to pinch poor people to 


make yourself rich. 


No use working so 
be a lawyer, I think, but perhaps you 


Well, hardly, Horace H. B.; more a pro- 
fession than a trade. But if you expect to 
be anybody as a lawyer and yet have an 
‘‘easy time’ you will find yourself sadly 
mistaken. The law is one of the hardest of 
professions, requiring years of study and 
preparation. Still there is ‘‘room at the 
top.” May you get there! 


“T have a printing press, and 1 think I shall make a 
printer.”—C. J. 8S. Dubuque. 


“My fatherisa blacksmith, and I like to see him work. 
When I get big I mean to learn to be a machinist. It 
will be good pay and I don’t mindif the work is hard.” 
—B., Florida. 


“T shall be aschool teacher when I have graduated 
from the high school.”’—Helen K., Brooklyn, 


And so the letters go on. One writes 
that he will be an artist, another that he 
intends to be a sailor, and says that he 
thinks the sailor’s life is ‘‘ just the best of 
any.” We would like to have at least fifty 
more letters before the 15th of January. 
Send them along, boys and girls. 


The Cigarette Habit. 





Whatever may be said in defense of the 
use of tobacco by adults, there can be no 
question that the cigarette habit, which 
has fostered itself upon so many thousand 
young boys, is one greatly to be deplored. 
The average city lad learns to smoke his 
death-dealing cigarette almost as soon as 
he pays his first visit to the public school, 
and the small shop on the corner next the 
school probably puts out a sign like this 
one, which is displayed on .a prominent 
Brooklyn street : 

SMOKING BOOKS CIGARS 

AND AND N 
CHEWING TOBACCO STATIONARY CIGARETTES 





No wonder that his face grows pinched 
and weazened and his eyes dull, that his 
growth seems to be stunted, and that he 
complains of the ‘‘ dreadfully hard work 
his teacher makes him do.” 

Mr. John Blakely has one of the largest 
retail tobacco businesses of New York City, 
and he recently talked to a reporter of the 
World in this wise : 


“‘T simply will not sell cigarettes to 
children. I will not let my children smoke 
them and I will not sell them to other 
people’s children. Nobody out of the to- 
bacco business can know how this evil is 
spreading and how it is encouraged and 
fostered. There are now offered in the 
cigarette trade twelve different albums of 
handsomely colored prints, which are of- 
fered as prizes for smoking as many differ- 
ent brands of cigarettes. It has be come 
the rage among the boys, many ot them lit- 
tle children, to get as many of these as pos- 
sible. To obtain the even dozen, which is 
the ambition of nearly all boys, it is neces- 
sary to consume about twelve thousand 
cigarettes. 

‘* Tf you wish to get some idea of how 
these devices eapture children you should 
go to some cigarette factory on a Saturday 
afternoon. At the office of one factory in 
this city I have seen a throng of little 
mites of boys elbowing and pushing each 
other and standing on tiptoe at the counter 
to reach up their card certificates and get 
the prize. Many of them are in rags and 
almost barefooted, and some among them 
are nicely clad with evidences of a good 
home about them. It is a painful spectacle. 
The effect of this cigarette smoking amon 
children is in many cases mental, physica 
and moral prostration, and in not a few 
qnnee, more than are known, it is speedily 
atal. 

‘* The boys resort to every device to ob- 
tain money for cigarettes. Take a drug 
store or a cigar store where cigarettes are 
sold and which is near a Sunday-school, 
and ask the proprietor when he does the 
best cigarette business. It is on Sundays. 
The boys have money given them for Sun- 
day-school purposes or for street car fare, 
and the cigarette dealer gets it. At least, 
that is the very natural inference.” 


BOOKS WORTH READING, 





A BuLockapED Famity: Life in Southern Alabama 
during the Civil War. By Partharia Antoinette 
Hague, Boston and New York : Houghton, Mifflin 
& Co, 1888. $1.00. 


This little book of 176 pages gives a very 
clear idea of the situation in which the 
people of some sections of the South found 
themselves during the war of the rebellion. 
The shifts which they were put to at times 
for clothing, food and the various necessities 
of life are shown, and the book is a valua- 
ble one as dealing with the subject from 
the domestic standpoint. 

Own HorsEBack : A Tour in Virginia, North Carolina 
and Tennessee ; with Notes of Travel in Mexico and 


California. By Charles Dudley Warner. Boston 
and New York: Houghton, Mifflin & Co. 1888. $1.25. 


Charles Dudley Warner has a charming 
style, which is all his own, and while this 
book may not be read by all with quite the 
relish of ‘‘My Summer in a Garden,” or 
‘*Baddeck, and that Sort of Thing,” yet 
it ranks well with his other productions. 
It supplies quite a fund of information, 
and the reader takes it in without an effort 
and is all but unconscious of the fact that 
he is being somewhat instructed, and at 
the same time thoroughly entertained. 
Considering the interest just now taken in 
Mexican affairs the portion of the volume 
devoted to that country is perhaps of rather 
more interest than the other notes. 











A MEMORY. 





Half hidden ‘mid the shade of stately trees, 
Deserted, stands an humble, low-roofed cot; 

No sound, save summer's murmuring, cooling breeze, ° 
Gives sign of life within this gloom-marked spot, 


No castles ntrong wEreer their lofty towers, 
Nor battlements of grim and war-like mien; 

Nor ancient villa, meeting cooling bowers., 
Are glinted by the sun's transcendent sheen, 


No mullioned windows grace the antique wall, 
Nor tessellated pavements mark the floor; 
No Doric columns line the st 3 hall 
Nor Roman cap-stone crowns the wide-arched door. 


A simple cot, neglected, lone and bare— 
In years long gone the pride of honest hearts—, 
With spectral windows, whose dull, death-like glare, 
A sense uncanny to the soul imparts, 


The sloping roof is moss-grown, warped and damp, 
With shattered chimneys rising dark and tall; 
And slowly dissolution sets its stamp 
Above, below, around and over all. 


The pathway bears no more the tread of feet. 
Its beaten track is choked with grasses rank, 
And fragrant flowers that shed their odors sweet, 
Are overrun with wildweeds, coarse and dank. 


The well-sweep still uplifts its feeble arm, 
And swinging, creaks a low and dismal dirge ; 
Its task is o’er; the pool below is calm, 
And mirrors deep he crumbling curb-stone’s verge. 


No mer. y shout within those portals dark, 
Rings out in accents clear, as twilight falls; 
No swelling sound is heard, when first the lark 
Sends forth its matin song, or cuckoo calls, 


No welcome horn, with wild, discordant tune, 
Wakes echoes on the heated summer air, 

To tell the laboring swain the hour—high noon, 
Of all the hours of day to him most rare. 


No lowing kine with measured steps return, 
When sunset tints the vale with purest gold; 
Nor bleating sheep with quickened sense discern, 

The twilight falling on the verdant wold. 


Wide fields of grain that stretched with rounded ease, 
And rose and fell beneath the zephyr’s play, 

Alive with countless busy droning bees, 
Are gone, like all things here, to wild decay. 


Who lived and loved here in the days gone by? 
But only those can tell who now are dead; 

Yet side by side, perchance they calmly lie, 
At peace with all, within their lowly bed. 


But still it stands, with mould'ring, crumbling walls, 
A blighted spot, devoid of all that cheers, 

While wild winds weirdly wailing through the halle, 
Chant requiems o'er its fate through changing years. 


GD: t 
**Boy Billy” and the Beer. 





“Boy Billy” was the adopted son of 
Christian Zende, an honest German, who 
was much shocked one day at seeing the 
boy in a lager-beer saloon, tossing off a 
foaming glass of beer. He bade the boy 

o home, but said nothing till evening. 

fter tea, Zende seated himself at the table, 
and placed before him a variety of things. 
Billy looked on with curiosity. 

*‘Come here, Billy,” said Christian Zende. 
‘““Why were you in the beer-shop to-day? 
Why do you drink beer, my boy?” 

“Q—O—because it’s good,” said Billy, 
boldly. 

“No, Billy, itis not good to the mouth. 
I did never see so big faces as you did 
make. Billy, you think it will taste good 
by-and-by, and it looks like a man to drink, 
and soyoudrink. Now, Billy, if itis good, 
have it. I will not hinder you from what 
is good and manly, but drink it at home, 
take your drink pure, Billy, and let me 
pay for it. Come, my boy! You like beer. 
Well, open your mouth. I have all the 
beer stuff, pure from the shop. Come, 
open your mouth, and I will put it in.” 

Billy drew near, but kept his mouth close 
shut. Said Zende, ‘‘Don’t you make me 
mad, Billy. Open your mouth.” 

Thus exhorted, Billy opened his mouth, 
and Zende put a small bit of alum in it. 
Billy drew up his face. A bit of aloes fol- 
lowed. This was worse. Billy winced. 
The least morsel of red pepper, now, from a 
knife-point, made Billy howl. 

“What, not like beer?” said Zende. 
“Open your mouth.” A knife dipped in 
oil of turpentine made Billy ery. 
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your mouth, the beer is not half 


“Open y 


made yet. 

And Billy’s tongue got the least dusting 
of lime and potash and saleratus. Billy 
now cried loudly. Then came a grain of 
licorice, hop pollen and salt-peter. 

“Took, Billy! Here is some arsenic 
and some strychnine which is used to kil 
rats!” 

“T shall die! O—O—O 
kill me, Father Zende?”’ 

“Kill him! just by a little beer, all good 
and pure! He tells me he likes beer, and 
it is manly to drink it, and when I give 
him some, he cries I kill him. 
water. There is much water in beer.” 


do you want to 


Billy drank the water eagerly. Zende 
went on. 
“There is much aleohol in beer. Here! 


open your mouth,” and he dropped four 
drops of raw spirit carefully on his tongue. 
Billy went dancing about the room, and 
then ran for more water. 

“Come here, the beer is not done, Billy;” 
and seizing him, he put the cork of an 
ammonia bottle to his lips, then a drop of 
honey, a taste of sugar, a drop of molasses, 
adropof gall. ‘“There, Billy! here is jalap, 
copperas, sulphuric acid and nux yomica. 
Open your mouth.” 

*‘Oh, no, no,” said Billy. ‘‘Let me go. 
I hate beer. Vl never drink any more? 
T’ll never goin that shop again. Oh, let 
me go! I can’t eat those things. My 
mouth tastes awful, no. Oh, take them 
away, Father Zende!” 

“Take them away! Take away good 
beer when I have paid forit. My boy, you 
drank them fast, to-day.” 

“Oh, they make me sick!” said Billy. 

‘‘A man drinks all these bad things mixed 
up in water. He gets red in the face; he 
— big in his body; he gets shaky in his 

ands; he gets weak in his eyes; he gets 
mean in his manners.” 

Billy was satisfied on the beer question. 
—Little Star from the German, 


Prices Paid Authors. 





Speaking of the prices paid to story writ- 
ers it is said that the author who receives 
the saree compensation is W. D. Howells, 
who will not write except upon special con- 
tract, and fixes his own figures, according 
to the length of time spent upon his contri- 
bution. ark Twain will not write at all 
for anybody. Heissorich that he does not 
have to, and is so careful of his reputation 
that he will not run the risk of damaging 
it. Once in a while he sits down and writes 
something when he happens to be in the 
mood, and can then command any price he 
wants. With these exceptions, the authors 
receiving the highest prices are Frank R. 
Stockton, Mrs. Burnett, Bret Harte, J. T. 
Trowbridge, G. W. Cable, who usually get 
for every thousand words. Edward 
Everett Hale, Elizabeth Stuart Phelps, 
Joel Chandler Harris, and some others get 
$30 a thousand words, while Boyeson, G. 
Parsons Lothrop, and Julian Hawthorne 
stand in the next grade, and get from $10 
to $25 per thousand-words. 


The question why printers do not sueceed 
so well as brewers, was thus answered: 
‘*Because printers work for the head, and 
brewers work for the stomach, and where 
twenty men have stomachs but one has 
brains.” 


Good it is to know; very good to know; 
but itis a good deal better to do even if 
one knew less. 


The Arab who invented alcohol died nine 
hundred years ago, but his spirit still lives! 


Here is| 


fl Personal and Impersonal. 








The Detroit Free Press owes its world- 


| wide reputation to its funny side, so ably 


sustained by *‘M. Quad” (Charles B. 


| Lewis), and ‘‘ Luke Sharp” (Robert Barr). 


While the Grant monument scheme in 
New York languishes, it is worth the while 
to notice that the Japanese are preparing 
to erect a memorial to the great American 
general at Tokio. 

When James K. Polk went out of office, 
March 3, 1849, his successor, Gen. Taylor, 
waited till Monday, March 5, before taking 
the oath. Mr. Atchison was president 
of the Senate, hence ‘‘ President of the 
United States for a day.” 


Mrs. Frances Hodgson Burnett has made 
$19,000 from ‘Little Lord Fauntleroy.” 
Another juvenile story brought her $9,000. 
The proprietors of the New York Ledger 
will pay her $15,000 for the story she is 
writing for their periodical. Mrs. Burnett 
is investing her money in Washington real 
estate. 

The best paid minister in New York is 
said to be Dr. John Hall, a brainy man 
from the north of Ireland, who preaches to 
$200,000,000 every Sunday. His is the 
smallest church in town. e owes his rise 
in life to Robert Bonner, of the Ledger, 
who found him preaching to a small con- 
gregation in Dublin and induced him to 
come to America. He gets a salary of 
$20,000 a year and makes $5,000 by news- 
paper and magazine articles. He 1s given 
a luxuriously furnished house as well. Dr. 
Morgan Dix, the chief pastor of Trinity 
Chureh Corporation, the wealthiest in 
America, receives $15,000 yearly. 


The late Hon. John Wentworth used to 
give the following account of the manner 
in which he gained the euphonious cogno- 
men by which he was so well known: 
‘*When I was going to school down in Con- 
necticut, I was the longest, skinniest bo 
oe ever saw. I was fourteen years old. 

used to have a habit in those days of get- 
ting my heels up on the seat, so that my 
knees towered above my head. I was sit- 
ting that way one day in school, when one 
of the examiners came around. He said to 
the teacher, ‘ What’s that boy doing stand- 
ing upon the bench? Why don’t you make 
him sit down?’ The teacher said I was sit- 
tin’ down. ‘ That’s the way he sits,’ said the 
teacher. ‘ Who is he ?’ asked the exami- 
ner. ‘John Wentworth,’ said the teacher. 
‘He’s a pretty long John,’ said the exami- 
ner, and ever since then it’s stuck to me.” 


Gen. Lew Wallace, the author of ‘‘ Ben 
Hur,” is at home at Crawfordsville, about 
to resume work on his new book, which 
was laid aside during the campaign. ‘‘ Ben 
Hur” has just been republished in raised 
letters for the blind—a half dozen octavo 
volumes, which are piled up in his library 
near Mr. Wallace’sdesk. ‘‘ The Childhood 
of Christ,” which appeared in Harper’s 
Magazine two years ago, has been issued 
in book form for the holidays, exquisitely 
illustrated by French artists, printed in 
large, clear type, on thick paper—a beauti- 
ful volume in every respect. They will al- 
so republish his play, ‘‘ Commodus,” with 
numerous fine illustrations by eminent 
London artists. Alden has just issued 
‘*The Repose in Egypt,” by Mrs. Wallace, 
which Gen. Wallace himself considers her 
best book. Altogether they are two busy 
people, absorbed in the congenial literary 
work which they have pursued with such 
absorbing interest and with such success. 
They enjoy their delightful home and the 
pleasant occupations which make up the 
routine of their daily life. 
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All communications for this department should be 
addressed to the Editor, at Helmetta, New Jersey. 





Mr. F. C. Sawyer sends me several neat 
price lists of Confederate money, stamps 
and bird’s eggs. I have had many dealings 
with this party and can recommend him to 
all interested in his line of goods. 





The Alabama Philatelist, of which num- 
ber one has reached me, is a paper which 
gives-promise of good things in the future. 
It only needs a cover to make it compare 
favorably with many of the stamp papers. 


The Eastern Philatelist will hereafter 
appear monthly instead of quarterly as 
heretofore. Now you're onthe right track, 
as both advertisers and subscribers are lia- 
ble to forget a paper which only comes 
around every three months. 


Mr. T. J. Mitchell is now the associate 
editor of The Alabama Philatelist, and 
he is going to do his level best to make it 
one of the leading papers. Mr. Mitchell 
has the ability, and if the publisher can 
back him up, we will see a good paper 
from the South. 


The Philatelic Herald departed this life 
withits November number, its publishers 
having found that it brought little income, 
but a big outlay. The Collector’s Stand- 
ard has followed in the same path, but 
there are hosts of others springing forward 
to fill the breach. 


I was amused last month to see three or 
four of the papers come out with the same 
article, each of them no doubt printing it 
with the idea that they only were the recipi- 
ent of it. Never mind boys, the writer 
got his free advertising, while you—well, I 
shudder to think of what you said. 


Mr. James C. Jay, of La Hoyt, Iowa, 
struck Chicago a few days ago. Mr. T. J. 
Mitchell initiated him into the mysteries of 
an elevator, after which he started to look 
up Wolsifer and Voute of the Figaro. He 
and Voute no doubt settled all differences 
by a visit to the rear of that ‘‘corner gro- 
cery.” 











Mr. E. F..Gambs is on hand with the 
California Philatelist. It is made up in 
its usual style, some instructive reading, 
some funny, and at the end his price list. 
California may be a far away country to us 
eastern people, but there can be no doubt 
that it has some go ahead stamp dealers, 
ve there are more than one of them at 

at. 


Still another one! The Flour City Phil- 
atetist is announced for January 15th from 
Minneapolis, Minn. This paper will de- 
part from the straight path by including 
matter on eggs, birds, Indian relies, ete. 
A special department will be for the col- 
lection of debts due stamp dealers. Go 
right ahead, gentlemen, you will have 
enough to do to keep you busy. 





Judging by the names enrolled, the Amer- 
ican Philatelic Press Association will be 
a success. The publishers or editors of all 
the stamp papers are interested, and with 
such an array of talent it will be a miracle 
if some good is not accomplished. The last 
association of this kind died some two or 
three years ago for want of friends, but 
philatelic journalism was not the power then 
that it has since become. 
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With the December number the Collect- 
or’s Ledger starts off on its fourth volume. 
What an age that seems to be for a stamp 








paper! And yet it gives no signs of impaired. 


vitality through age, but looks as though 
it were good for another three years. The 
portraits of Pat. Chalmers and Gustav 
Aue are given in this number, the balance 
being mostly short newsy notes. 


The ever welcome Stamp bobs up on time 
with its regular addition to stamp portrait- 
ure. This month the picture of C. F. Roth- 
fuchs, the well-known dealer of Washing- 
ton, D. C., is given. I have had consider- 
able dealing with this party and if I were 
asked to name the squarest business man I 
knew, I should name OC. F. Rothfuchs. 
Would that we had more like him! 


Denver evidently is trying to beat 
Chicago in the line of stamp papers, a new 
one being announced to appear from there 
on January first. The average American 
youth must get rid of his spare cash in some 
way, and he may as well spend his surplus 
in publishing a stamp paper as in anything 
else. He will find it will teach him some- 
thing considered of great value, namely : 
experience. 


The new ‘‘Officially Sealed ’’ stamp marks 
a backward step in the way of beauty in 
our stamps. Although the new stamp is 
the same design as the old one, the two are 
as much different as they possibly could be. 
The new stamp reminds one of wood en- 
graving in its primitive days, and the per- 
foration on it isin keeping with the rest, 
each little circle clinging to the stamp in- 
stead of being cut clean. 

The National Philatelist is making 
strenuous efforts to enlarge and add a 
cover. The publisher does not believe in 
paying for these improvements out of his 
pocket, and if others would follow his ex- 
ample we would see many of the papers 
last longer. The majority of publishers go 
in heavy at first, spend all thetr spare cash, 
and the receipts not keeping up with the 
outlay, in a little while ‘‘ up she goes.” 


Dr. D. 8. McArthur of La Crosse, Wis., 
A. P. A., No. 564, and Vice-President of the 
American Archeological Association spent 
a few days with me lately. He is a physi- 
cian and surgeon, and the way we did 
dissect stamp and other matters was a cau- 
tion. He is spending a few weeks in New 
York City and I have hopes of another visit 
before he returns. At this place philatelists 
faces are like angels’ visits, few and far 
between, and they are appreciated accord- 
ingly. 

Mr. W.S. McLean, of Boston, announces 
the publication of a stamp collector’s guide 
on February first. He requests that all 
collectors send their names for free inser- 
tion. Among other things he proposes to 
publish a list of philatelic papers, societies, 
and frauds, in addition to many articles 
from well-known writers. JT think Mr. 
McLean is a man of his word, but if he ful- 
fills his promises, he will have done what 
nine-tenths of the directory publishers fail 
to do. 

The Curiosity Collector hailing from 
South Amboy, N. J., is alate addition to 
publishing circles. An innovation in the 
way of an Exchange Bureau has been opened 
by the publisher for the exchange of dupli- 
cate stamps. Such a bureau, well con- 
ducted, could prove of benefit to young 
collectors who are not able to join the A. P, 
A., but if any stamp collector, young or old, 
male or female (the latter preferred), can 











year, it cannot be better spent than by join- 
ing the American Philatelic Association. 


Every collector should keep his dupli- 
cates in a small book of a convenient size 
for carrying in the pocket. They should 


be fastene Ee hinges and the stamps of 
each ea eep as near each other as 
possible. en kept in this way they are 


always at hand, and when trading you can 

show at a glance what duplicates of any” 
country you have. If kept in an envelope 

as some do, the stamps are liable to drop 

out, the corners get turned over, and it re- 

sy much time to examine them, while 

a e book system overcomes these difficul- 

les. 


The Stamp Collector hits the nail on the 
head when it says, ‘‘If the officers of the 
A. P. A. are dishonest, the association 
wants to know it ; if they have been slan- 
dered, they have a right to see themselves 
vindicated before the world.” I attended 
eat minute of the three days’ session of 
the A. P. A. at Boston, and I failed to see 
or hear one iota of anything which was in 
the least detrimental to the interests of the 
association. Asthe matter now stands, it 
seems to be duty for those maligned to 
prove themselves innocent of all wrong do- 
ing. The blame will then rest where it be- 
ongs. 


I here present an illus- 
tration of a stamp, or 
something very much 
resembling one, which 
was sent me some time 
ago for my opinion re- 
garding it. I took it to be 
an essay, but the opinion 
of prominent dealers is 
against this, as some of 
them think it merely a 
‘‘ony.” Can any of the readers of Puarn 
Tax throw any light on it ? If so, the edi- 
tor will be greatly obliged for the informa- 
tion. 
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Some of the philatelic papers don’t seem 
to take very well to the new Board of Trus- 
tees of the American Philatelic Association, 
and the cause thereof puzzles me some- 
what. To my mind the selection is an ex- 
cellent one, the board gy Pag oer of 
three collectors, although Mr. Scott no 
doubt is interested in the stamp business. 
Still it is no more than right that the deal- 
ers should have some representation in the 
board, as this class are very numerous in 
the association. Say what you will of Mr. 
Scott, there is no doubt that when you 
come to stamps, he is an authority. ‘The 
new board show that they mean business, 
by appointing a regular place of meeting, 
ma ps any one can state his grievances. 


Philatelists as a rule have a very poor 
opinion of the ‘‘Directories’” which are 
constantly being issued, and they are not 
to be blamed for it, as the publishers them- 
selves are the cause. Many directories are 
announced in circus poster style as eclips- 
ing all others, but when issued the majority 
of them are worthless. The American 
Stamp Collectors’ Directory is however one 
that is a credit to the publisher. It con- 
sists of 63 pages, printed in first-class style 
on fine calendered paper. The number 
and kind of stamps each person collects is 
given, with the name of the societies to 
which he belongs. It is thus not only a 
directory of collector’s names, but some- 
thing of use to everyone, as correspondents 
for the exchange of any kind of stamps can 
readily be picked out, while the societies 
they belong to are sufficient guarrantee of 


make or scrape together two dollars per|the person’s honesty. This directory is 





published byzZChas. A. Townsend, Akron, 


Ohio. 








The most recent British advertising 
scheme is to divide the borders of a postal 
ecard into small squares, each containing an 
advertisement, the centre being left blank 
for the message. The card thus arranged 
is sold for a farthing (3 cent), the adver- 
tisers paying the cost of printing and a pro- 
fit to the company, the government receiv- 
ing a halfpenny for postage and being put 
to no expense for production. The post- 
office, in addition to. receiving a halfpenny 
each for the card, charge 36 cents per 1,000 
for the trouble of printing the stamp on the 
address side, which should more than re- 
coup the department. In order to retail 
the cards ata farthing, the company will 
have to bear a loss of $5.50 per 1,000 in ad- 
dition to the cost of the cards and printing 
the advertisements, which may amount to 
something like $1 per 1,000. This is the 
amount which the advertisements must 
produce, with profits in addition. The 
company has entered into an agreement 
with advertising contractors for letting all 
the advertising spaces on the cards, they 
agreeing to take a minimum number of 
100,000 cards a week for three years. This 
seems a large number, but the sale of post- 
cards in the United Kingdom reached last 
year a total of 189,000,000. 


To my mind the Canadian Philatelic 
Association needs a good shaking up. Many 
of the Canadian brethren no doubt will not 
agree with me in that respect, but let us 
have a look at it from my standpoint. I 
have been a member for nearly a year, but 
am totally ignorant of its laws or its mem- 
bers, and do you ask why? Because no 
laws have been furnished the members ex- 
cept what were printed in the official organ 
long ago. Great things were expected 
when the Halifax Philatelist was selected 
for this place, but its last number gives but 
one report that of the secretary. Surely 
there should be more interest in an associ- 
ation numbering nearly 150 members. The 
exchange department is doing good work 
but the others are not keeping up with it. 

* * * * * 


Speaking of the exchange department 
reminds me that Bro. Grenny is evidently 
not conversant with the geography of this 
great country of ours. everal books 
which went through my hands, showed 
circuits of very irregular routes. Instead 
of going from one member to the next near- 
est, it jumps from one state to another and 
then back over part of the route again. 

* * * +. * 


Some of the members should be taught 
the use of the hinge, as upon trying to see 
the size of the grill on some stamps on the 
sheets, I found a white paper hinge 
gummed in the center of the stamps, right 
over the part I desired to examine. 

a * * * * 


It may prove interesting to many to know 
how the Canadians get their large books of 
stamps over the border in order to put on 
American circuits, there being a*duty on 
postage stamps of I believe 25 per cent. ad 
valorem. It is done in this way: The 
Canadian Exchange Superintendent for- 
wards the sheets, probably by carrier, to 
one of the members in Buffalo, New York, 
and he mails them on the circuit from there. 
This same party is last on the circuit, so 
the books are returned in the same manner 
as sent. The OC. P. A. deserves credit for 
the low prices at which the stamps are 
marked, asI recently obtained three dol- 
lars worth of good United States stamps 
from one book, all of them being one-third 
below Scott, 
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SOME INVITING OFFERS! 


PLAIN TALK and Philatelic Gazette, each one year, 


70 CENTS. 


PLAIN TALK and The Stamp Collector, each one year, 


50 CENTS. 


PLAIN TALK and Stamp Collector's Figaro, each one 


year, 45 GENTS. 


Send orders to 


PLAIN TALK PUBLISHING CO., 


O9SRRUCE &T., N.Y. CITY. 


A postal card addressed to E. T, Parker, 
Bethlehem, Pa., U. 8. A,. will place within 
your reach acopy of his Monthly Priced 

ist of Postage Stamps, which is in high 
standing among collectors because of its 
forcible arguments in the way of prices. 





set. 





Coins, Medals & Tokens, 


At Reduced Prices, 
Ge Ill. Catalogue free. ~ 


The new Congo coins, 1, 2, 
5 and 10 cts, only 26 cts. per 


GEO. J. BAUER, 
73 Front St., Rochester, N Y 





Special Bargains for Stamp Collectors. 


Bivar. Bnlearigiz.: «4. F.checcvevdebe> cadvactiarcs-> 
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ns , Box 2081, Denver, Col. Collectors send for 
» my monthly price cards 
RISDO Ly Wes Cambridgeport, Mass. Send 5 cents 
» (stamps) for list and 60 different stamps 
(nice ones), Agents wanted, 
VOUTE E Box 233, Chicago, Il. Approval books 
| «nt - &t 20, 25, 3344 and 40 per cent from 
Scott's prices a specialty, Lists free 
ARR R.8., & Co, 118 Summit St., Dubuque, Iowa. 
. U. 8, and Foreign stamps for collectors. 
Mail trade only. Send stamp for price list. We cuar- 


TAMPS§ on approval to responsible parties at 25 per ce 
0 STA M P CO LLESTO R S | Suit 8. M, Mavides, Box 473, Pottatown Pa, 5 ial eal 


antee our stamps to be exactly as represented, and will 
refund money to any purchaser not satisfied 
APPROVAL SHEETS OF FINE FOREIGN STAMPS, Just 

' try ’em and see how good 
they are. Discount large. Reference required. 


LAWRENCE STAMP CO. 


30x 245. Lawrence, Mass. 


STAMPS! FINE APPROVAL SHEETS fk. 


EIGN STAMP§ sent with large discount, Send reference 
at once. 
SILAS WN. REED Taunton, Mass. Box 490. 


READ AND PROFIT THEREBY. 


We have packets at prices from 


10 GENTS 10 $10.00. 


Persis, 6 and 10 Tans. so cicrss. fas lass odes 

ms OTMCIA AVES 855-8555 59h oct hate ok case TEE 30 

_Fine approval sheets at 30 per cent. commission to par- 
ties furnishing references. Lists Free. 


THE EMPIRE STAMP COMPANY, 
NO. BROOKFIELD, MASS. 


STAMP COLLECTOR'S. ATTENTION! 


Having purchased of A. Lohmeyer, Baltimore, Md., 
his entire remaining stock of stamys, we are prepared to 
send you the finest assortment of stamps on approve at 
a liberal discount. Send for one or more sheets, enclos- 
ing a good reference. We have a number of 5c. U.S. 
Envs., Blue on White, 1875, Scott’s No. 145, Die A, that 
we are selling at a reasonable figure. } 

The Genesee Stamp and Coin Company, 
__ BOX 462, ROCHESTER, N.Y. _ 


Philatelic Literature. 





6 Bahamas, including 6d. 30 . 

25 var. Mesto! qefs0th eee “AO Send list of wants and prices paid for same. Fifty 

$9) Bpadtiy etias tess Ride wy weds «veers <emiideba ll stamps for every stamp paper sent me. Correspond- 

aio IPICGE ct con cana eds se apo aaee Bees Gener 25 ence solicited for the exchange of Philatelic Papers. The 

5 “ Guatemala 1882, Unused.................. 12 “Philatelic Literature Collector,” 10 cents. per year. 
Care Ly Ut See aes eee Seen ee Stamps on approval at 25 per cent. commission. Com- 


8 08 
Price List free. Approval Sheets at 25 per cent. com- | plete file “Stamp Record,” 4 nos., 25 cents. 


mission. Good reference required. 
Cc. DREW, BOX 3,250, NEW YORK CITY. 









H. C. BEARDSLEY, A. P. A., 95, 


Box 616, St. Joseph, Mo. 


7. FRNGRAVING (0; 


E, SHEP Hee 


MANAGER, 


SEND FOR 


ILLUSTRATEDCATALOGUE 


AND 


‘PRICE LIST. 





es Ota a wl AAG slg 


Box 184, r] ' 


- HARRISON, MAINE, 


DEALER IN 


United States and Foreign Postage Stamps. 


Fine Approval Sheets a Specialty. 


I have a very fine assortment of United States and Foreign Postage 
Stamps which I send on approval at 25 per cent. commission to any respon- 
sible parties, who will guarantee to make returns in ten days. Letters 
which do not contain return postage are not answered. All stamps are 


guaranteed genuine. 
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the bovrinn hot Association 


President—A. F. Berlin, Allentown, Pa. 
Vice-President—Dr. D. 8. McArthur, La Crosse, Wis. 
Secretary—Alvah Davison, Helmetta, N, J 





ida 2 te J. Sheridan, 22 St. Felix street, Brooklyn, 


Librarian—Chas, A, Perkins, Wakefield, Mass. 

Exchange Superintendent—J, R, Nissley, Ada, Ohio. 

Counterfeit Detector— 

Official Editor— F 

Board of Trustees—D. Hitchcock, Chairman, Orange, N. 
J.; Jos, Wigglesworth, Wilmington, Del.; E. V. E 
Heath, Jackson Junction, Iowa. 


From the President, 
TO THE 
OFFICERS AND MEMBERS OF ‘‘ THE AMERICAN 
ARCHEOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION.” 

It has pleased the members of the associ- 
ation to elect me as their first president. 
The conferring of this honor upon one who 
is but a student of the ennobling science of 
archeology, is sufficient cause to inform 
this body that he acknowledges with sin- 
cere thanks this mark of consideration. 

The science to which the association 
devotes itself, although a new one, is one 
of the most fascinating known, and is mak- 
ing remarkable headway. This is proven 
by the fact that the ablest thinkers of all 
civilized countries are being attracted by 
it. Many volumes are annually written on 
the subject; museums are formed one 
might say everywhere ; while learned men 
associate themselves into bodies to gain in- 
formation on the subject. We have here 
the American Association for the Advance- 
ment of Science, which meets yearly some- 
where in the United States to tell what 
has been done by its members. The An- 
thropological Society, of Washington, D. 
C., aided by the members of ‘‘ The Bureau 
of Ethnology,” under the able management 
of Maj. J. W. Powell, is doing much to ad- 
vance this science. 

It is not supposed that we of the Ameri- 
ean Archeological Association can do as 
much work to further this seience, as do 
the foregoing bodies, as we are not special- 
ists but students who desire to gain know]- 
edge, and for this reason we have banded 
ourselves. We want to know what we are 
gathering; its name; its uses. We wish to 
unearth all those who are at work manufac- 
turing fradulent relics in this country, as 
well as in other countries, they who are de- 
basing the science of archwology, and 
bringing to naught the efforts of our great 
archeologists. These ‘‘ Flint Jacks” exist 
in many sections, plying their nefariois 
trade, and they must be stopped. If, as 
an association, we can ferret out these 
parties, and expose them to the archwologi- 
eal public, the thanks of all of them will be 
given us, and great advancement will have 
been made. Itis our aim also to educate 
the younger collectors, this being absolute- 
ly necessary to prevent those who purchase 
relics from getting into their hands fraudu- 
lent objects. To this end the association 
will appoint a person who has studied care- 
fully implements of stone, bone, shell, pot- 
tery, etc., who will tell buyers whether the 
objects given into his hands for examina- 
tion are real or fraudulent. In many other 
ways will the association work to attain its 
object. 

Let us now all to work with a determina- 
tion that we will succeed. There are many 
who can be induced to become one of us. 
As the head of the organization it is my 
wish that we gain for ourselves the co-op- 
eration of more learned bodies. This can 
be done. The officers are all persons who 
are much interested in this work, and with 
push and perseverence, success will crown 
our efforts, 

A. F. Berwin, 
President. 








Secretary’s Report. 


—_——_ 


It is now four months since the organiza- 


tion meeting was held, and since then, 
owing to unfortunate circumstances, mat- 
ters were brought nearly to a standstill. 

The report of the election as given in the 
September number of the Collector’s Ledg- 
er was a correct one, but a few weeks after 
that, Mr. W. K. Moorehead, who was elect- 
ed Secretary, was badly injured by the 
falling in of a mound. It was hoped that 
he would recover in a short time, and be 
able to resume his duties, but in the latter 
part of November he resigned the office 
and the official board then appointed the 
present incumbent to fill the position. 

During the past month the Official Board 
also appointed the following officers ; Ex- 
change Superintendent, J. R. Nissley, 
Ada, Ohio. Trustees: D. J. Hitchcock, 
Orange, N. J.; Joseph Wigglesworth, Wil- 
mington, Del.; E. V. E. Heath, Jackson 
Junction, Iowa. 

The Collector’s Ledger and Puatn TauK 
were offered to the association as’ official 
organ, and The Collector’s Ledger was 
chosen, but immediately after this decision, 
the publishers of the Ledger informed the 
board that they had decided to make their 
paper wholly in the interest of stamp col- 
lectors, and would therefore have to rescind 
their offer. 

On hearing this the board of officers de- 
cided on Puatn Taxx as the official organ 
of the association, the publisher having of- 
fered a liberal space and a free copy month- 
ly to each of the members. 

Matters are now progressing rapidly. By 
the first of February or before, the Ex- 
change department will be in running or- 
der, and the members can avail themselves 
of its privileges. 

Below will be found extracts from the 
laws, showing how members can join, and 
the rules governing the exchange depart- 
ment. 

Those who wish to use the Exchange de- 
partment as soon as it is opened, can for- 
ward the price of the blanks to the super- 
intendent, and he will send them as soon 
as ready. 

If you have any books, pamphlets or 
papers on archeology which you can spare, 
don’t forget the library. The librarian’s 
first report is given elsewhere. 

Membership cards are now ready and 
will be sent to each member as soon as his 
dues are paid. Dues should be sent to the 
treasurer. Itis important that the mem- 
bers remit their dues as early as possible, 
as they cannot use any of the departments 
until this is done. 

Members will be numbered in the order 
in which they pay, the first one paying be- 
ing number one. 

There is much stationery required and if 
all show up promptly, the laws can be 
printed and sent to‘each member. 

The officers are in earnest and doing 
their best, and if the members will follow 
their example, 
everything in full running order. 

ALvaH Davison, 
Secretary. 


Extract from the Laws. 

Art. IT., Sec. 1.—Any person interested 
in archeology may become a member by 
applying to the secretary. His application 
must be signed by two references. * * * 
His name will appear in the next number 
of the official organ, and if no objection is 
made within one month, he will receive a 
membership card upon payment of dues. 

Arr. VI., Sec. 3.— The membership 
dues shall be two dollars per year, payable 
annually or semi-annually in advance, 











Src. IV.—The dues to be paid by new 
members shall be computed from the be- 
ginning of the quarter in which they were 
elected to membership. 


Exchange Department Rules. 





(1) Printed blanks will be furnished by 
the exchange superintendent at five cents 


per dozen, postpaid, and only those will be 
accepted by the superintendent. 
(2) Members having prepared their 


blanks for circulation will mail them to the 
superintendent who will make them into 
packages and place them on circuits. A 
sketch or outline of the specimen described 
must be gummed to each blank. 

(3) The spaces provided on the blanks for 
the name of specimen, price, dimensions, 
the material made of, the locality the 
specimen was found in (if possible), its 
condition,and any further deseription which 
would tend to better identify the specimen 
must be properly filled in by the owner. 

(4) A member desiring any of the speci- 
mens will remove from the packet, the 
blank and outline desired and return them 
to the superintendent with the eash. The 
superintendent will then notify the owner 
to forward the specimen to the purchaser, 
it being sent at the owner’s risk of loss. 

(5) Members having no specimens to ex- 
change, but desirous of obtaining same, 
can do 80 by applying to the superintend- 
ent and stating the kind of specimens 
wanted. 

(6) Each packet sent out shall be accom- 
panied by a blank showing the cireuit 
routes and these must be strictly adhered 
to before the packets are returned to the 
superintendent. 

(7) Each member must prepay all ex- 
penses in forwarding packages. 'The super- 
intendent has first choice of all exchanges, 
and for compensation is allowed to cireu- 
late his own blanks free. 

(8) Statements of account will be ren- 
dered, where practicable, every three 
months. Balances due members will be 
remitted as soon as the accounts can be ad- 
justed. Members are allowed to keep the 
packets two days before forwarding to the 
next in circuit. The superintendent shall 
deduct ten per cent. as an equivalent for 
his services. 

(9) All specimens are sent on approval to 
the members and if not found satisfactory 
they can be returned and the money paid 
will be refunded, less ten per cent. 

(10) The trustees shall decide all ques- 
tions of misunderstanding arising from this 
department. 

(11) The exchange superintendent shall 
give bond in the sum of $200. 


Librarian’s Report. 


The library is at last started, and I have 
received the following magazines and 
papers, from Alvah Davison, Helmetta, 


another month will see|N, J 


1 Collector’s Journal. 

2 Bi-Monthly beet 

1 Collector’s Illustrated Magazine. 
2 Collector’s Science Monthly. 
4 Exchanger’s Monthly. 

8 Cumberland Collector. 

8 International Collector. 

2 Keystone State Collector. 

5 Old Curiosity Shop. 

13 Curiosity World. 

1 West American Scientist. 

2 Plain Talk. 


49 Total. 
C. A. PERKINS, 
Librarian. 





Contributions solicited. Questions upon any topics 
relating to coin collecting will be answered in this de- 
partment by specialists. 





Of the U. S. dimes there are none of ex- 
treme rarity, though the date of 1804 is the 
rarest of the dimes, and if in a good eondi- 
tion will sell for $5 or $10; but a real fine 
one would bring a great deal more. The 
Half Dime of 1804 is the rarest of the halt 
dimes, and a very fine specimen will sell 
readily for $100. 


For the United States Half Cent dealers 
will pay about as follows: For those of 
1800, 1850, 1854, 1855, 1856 and 1857, 5 cents; 
1794, 20 cents: 1810, 25 cents; 1795, 30 
cents ; 1797, 50 cents ; 1793 and 1802, $1.00 ; 
1831, $3.00 ; 1852, $3.50 ; 1836, 1840 to 1848, 
inclusive, and 1849 with small date, $4.00 ; 
1796, $10.00. It must be understood, how- 
eyer, that to obtain anything like these 
prices the coins must be in fine condition, 
notscratched, pinched or otherwise marred. 


American Ccins. 
GOLD COINAGE. 

Double EFagle.—None issued until 1849. 

Fagle.—First coinage 1795; none issued 
1802, 1805, 1837 inclusive. 

Half-Fagle.—First coinage 1795; none 
issued 1816, 1817. 

Quarter-Eagle.—-First coinage 1796; 
none issued 1799, 1800, 1801, 1803, 1809, to 
1820 inclusive, 1822, 1823, 1828. 

Three-Dollar Pieces.—None issued until 
1854. 

One-Dollar Pieces.—None issued until 
1849. 

SILVER COINAGE, 


Dollars.—First coinage 1794; none issued 
1805 to 1835 inclusive, and 1837. 

Half-Dollars.—First coinage in 1794; 
none issued 1798, 1799, 1800, 1816. 

Quarter-Dollars.—First coinage 1796; 
none issued 1794, 1795, 1797 to 1804, 1808 to 
1814 inclusive, 1816, 1817, 1826, 1829, 1830. 

Dimes.—First coinage 1796; none issued 
1794, 1795, 1799, 1806, 1808, 1810, 1812, 1813, 
1815 to 1819 inclusive, 1826. 

Half-Dimes.—First coinage 1794; none 
issued 1798, 1799, 1801, 1806 to 1823 inclusive. 
The coinage of Half-Dimes was discontin- 
ued in 1873. 

Three-Cent Pieces (Silver).—First coin- 
age 1851; and then the dates follow in sue- 
cession until 1873, when the comage of 
them was discontinued. 


COPPER CENTS. 


Copver Cents.—First coinage 1793; none 
issued 1815. Then they follow to 1857, 
when the coinage was changed to nickel. 
The nickel cent of 1856 was only a pattern, 
which continued during this year up to 
1864 inclusive. The bronze cent was in- 
troduced in this year. In 1865 the nickel 
cent was discontinued, and up to this date 
the bronze cents are issued. 

Half-Cents.—-First coinage 1793; none 
issued 1798, 1799, 1801, 1812 to 1824 inclu- 
sive, 1827, 1830, 1837, 1839; in 1857 the issue 
of Half-Cents was discontinued. 

In 1864, the Two Cent piece in bronze 
was introduced, and discontinued 1873. 

In 1865, the Three Cent nickel piece was 
first issued. 

In 1866, the Five Cent piece was first 
issued; a very few were struck in 1865 as a 
pattern. 


One of the most readable papers that 
comes to our office is Puatn Tau, for boys 
and girls from 9 to 90 years of age.—Grand 
Haven, Mich., Herald, 


—<$ NUMISMATICS.>— 


"PAIN “TALK - 


Universal Cyclopedia. 


Johnson's Universal Cyclopedia is a whole 


library of universal knowledge from the | 


pens of the ablest scholars in America and 
Europe. It is accepted as high authority 
in our leading colleges. It is not for the 
few, like Appleton’s, the Britannica, or the 
“Tnternational,’’ but for all. It has been 
thoroughly revised at a cost of over $60,000 
and three years’ labor by forty editors, 
and over 2,000 renowned contributors. It 
is in eight convenient sized yolumes. No 
father can give to his child at school or his 
son or daughter just entering the arena of 
life, anything that will be of more perma- 
nent benefit. It is an education supple- 
mentary to that of the schools. Johnson’s 
is the latest by more than ten years. (For 
CuristMas.) Address, for particulars and 


terms, 
A. J. Jounson & Co. 
11 Great Jones Street, N. Y. 


““The Paper For Me.” 
To the Editor of Puatn Tax : 

After having received and read a sample 
copy of your paper, I am satisfied that it is 
the paper for me. 

FRANK BARNBROOK. 

Worcester, Mass., Dec. 11, 1888. 


Good Enough for any Library. 
To the Editor of Puatn Tax : 

Have just received a book from you, as a 
premium for my being a ‘‘tenth”’ sub- 
seriber. Am well pleased withit. It isa 
good book, and nice enough for any libra- 
ry. Hermon J. Humiston. 
Plymouth, Conn., Dee. 15. 





Pleased With His Book. 


To the Editor of Puatn Taux : 

Thank you most earnestly for your beau- 
tiful book. I am more than pleased with 
it. You have given the readers of PLAIN 
TALK a rare opportunity of securing a very 
fine book. 

WicuraM E. Brapstreer. 

Rowley, Mass., Dec. 9, 1888. 


How an Experienced Advertiser Regards 
“Plain Talk.” 





To the Editor of Puatn TALK: 

We have your favor of the sample copy 
of the Puatn Tauk. Taking it through and 
through it is one of the best conducted 
sheets with which we have been favored in 
reading. We are so well impressed with 
the different departments connected with 
it that we have decided to do a little adver- 
tising with you. W. H.R. 

Ohio. 





Recent Press Notices. 


One of the brightest papers that find 
their way to the Stamp Collector’s review 
table.—Stamp Collector, Ottawa, Il. 


Puan Tak, a sixteen page illustrated 
monthly paper ‘‘for boys and girls from 
nine to ninety,’’ which has been published 
for several years in Brooklyn, has been 
removed to New York City, and, under 
more vigorous management, is prospering 
greatly,—The Writer, Boston, 








13 


Hidden Name and Motto Cards, & 
“a a rm e 
DE 7 Bape earache Cte, my ts, Poin, Oume cta 


nd large t 
(not pictures.) All for a 2 cout damp, Tinnat K Oo,. Cadiz, Obia 


75 CA R DS 25 May 1 CU Home Cards, 2% Escort Cards, 25 fire 
© tation Cards, sod finest} , 


Sample Hook of Hidden No 
Visiting Cards ever sent out, All ouly 10 conte. Btoanm Card Works, Station 15, Ohio. 


EST Card Sample Book ever sent ¢ 
Fi i] 2 cents. Star Importing Co., Cadiz, O 
Samples of Fine Cards. Worip © 
FREE. Co.,71 Green St., Cincinnati, O, Pies 


FREE Large MARRIAGE PAPER. 
MAGAZINE, Toledo, Ohio. 


COOD.-BYE, my Lover, Gooa-Hye, 


J her songs, 180 sleight of band tricks, 
Porimentsin magic, and samp'e cards? All only 10 coats. Capital Card Co,, Columbus, Obion 


FALSE MOUSTACHE 4 cts. Push Button, 10 cts, Toy 

AL Parachute, 10c, Capital Card Co., Columbus, O. 

PHOTOS % sae: 6c. 60for12c. Beauties, 

: WARFEL, Photographer, Cadiz, Ohio. 
Ring, 21 Hidden Name Cards and A 4 

. a ards gents’ out- 

aTON fit all for l0c. Munson Bros., Mt. Carmel 

J . ; 

sles, Osowntreme,’ Guten, eed herring etstints Dialogs, 


5 ron a2centetame, HOME "AND" YOUTH, CADIZ: Ono. 


MAGAZINES story. and gomke papers, 10 cts. a pound 
yy Mall. Money refunded if not satis- 
fs Ox 3259, New York City. eacliaed 


lorap Pictu 












Address Home 


Send to 


Sample Styles of Hidden Name 


RESS, 


5 M For Poultry, Granulated Bone and 
i Crushed Oyster Shells. Send for 
rice List. York CHEMIoAL Works, York, Pa. 
TI Send 10 cents for sample 100 tobacco tags, 
.terms and price-list to agents. Lots of money 

obe made. CULTICE & MCKINNEY Red Key, Ind. 


FW) YORK CITY BY NIGHT. Wedded and Parted. Wid. 
NEW ow tL yee three books and Agent’s 
name in directory 


ample Cards, 10c. Carp Co., Cadiz, O. 
S ots. Guarantee im- Y 


refunded. THE WORLD, 


HORT- HAN D. Send IYO Cents ‘tae 


Full Set Self-Teaching Short-Hand Lessons. The 
iaven College, 1,322 Chestnut St., Phila., Pa., U.S. A. 


BUYS our German Silyer Stem Winding Watch. 
end 50 cents to show that you mean business and 

we will send it by express C. O. D. $2.50, and you 
need not take it unless it suits you. Catalogue and 
samples of other goods two cents. 
Card Oo., Cadiz, O. 


HERE YOU HAVE IT. 


100 Envelopes or Note Heads, 30c. by mail. 500 4x7 
Circulars, post paid, T5c. 








We will send The World one year, insert 
for one year. all for 10 
mnense mail or money 

Ox 223, Passumpsic, Vt. 





Address Banner 








Buys a postal on which 


EAGLE JOB PRINT, Butler, O. 
to send us your address 


ONE CENT 
. kK C E N and receive by return 


mail our ao Sete “How to Get Correspondence for 
Fun, Self-improvement and Matrimony. Address THE 
P. C. AGENOY, Al, Berrien Springs, Mich, 





THERE ARE WONDERS ON THE HARTH THAT WERF NEVER DREAMED OF 


MAMMOTH BUDGET. 


An Astounding A fae of Mysterious, Magical, Mirthfol, Musical and Miscellaneous 
Things. EVE! Y BUDGET CONTAINS ALL THE FOLLOWING: 
6 Parlor Games, 63 Sleight of Hand Tricks, 3 Chemical Experiments. 23 Recitations, 9 
Rebunes, 19 Mustrated Puezies, 100 Popalar Songs, 200 Album Verses, 100 Money Mak- 
ing Secreta, 41 Fancy Work Designs, $8 Pictures of Famous Men and Women, 300 Rid- 
dies. Puzzles, &0,, 6 Large Engrarings, Language of Flowers, Golden Wheel Fortune Tell- 
er, Dictionary of Dreams, Glove Flirtation, Handkerchief Flirtation, Lover’ s Telegraph, 
Magic Age Tablet, erm es Alphabet, Parasol Flirtation, Magic Square, Seven Won- 
ders of the World, Map of the U. S., Desf and Damb Alphabet, Calendar for the Current 
Year, Hat Flirtation, Fan Flirtation, Game of Questions and Answers, $5 Prize Puzzle. 
We send all the above poxt paid for only 14 cents, and every person who send an order at 
once wil receive FREE oor LargeSAMPLE BOOK of CARDS and AGENTS OUTFIT. 


Address, Eagle Card Works, Cadiz, Ohio. 


FREE READING! 
ILL TELL YOU HO TO GETIT. Send me 10 


cents for postage, etc. 
anc send by mail a large package of bes 
reading matter of all kinds, Stories, Fun, ete. Special 
rates on large orders. 
Address, 


I, LEWIN, 249 E. ssth St., N. Y. City. 


Rapid Typewriter $5.00. 


Over 5,000 sold in one month. : 
uiring no instruction. Writing equal to $100 machine 
The most useful invention of the age, surpassing pen 
Medal awarded at American Insti- 
Constructed entirely of hard metal, 
Warranted for 5 years, Sent to 
Address, 
EO. R. BLAKELY, 
BraprFrorp, McKean Co., Pa. 








The only machine re- 


or printing press. 
tute Exhibition. 
with copper letters. 
any address on receipt of $5.00. 


ONLY A % PER M. 


We have Twenty Thousand Agents’ Names and Ad- 
dresses left out of a lot of about One Hundred Thousand 
collected during the previous season. They are just 
the kind Dealers in Agents’ Goods want to send Cir- 
culars and Samples. Write quick if you want them. 
They will sell fast at 25C. PER 1000, Cut this ad. out 
and paste it in your hat; it will not appear again. 


MYERS & CO., 


6143 PATCHEN AVE,, BROOKLYN, N, Y, 
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Another Scene on the Atlantic. 

** Captain !” cried the first officer, rush- 
ing excitedly on tothe bridge of a Cunarder. 
‘‘There’s an Inman fellow just off the port 
bow! For heayven’s sake put the helm hard 
a’ sta’ board, or we collide.” 

‘Not much! Whistle for more steam 
there, quick! I don’t propose to let an 
one-horse rival get the best of me in a col- 
lision !’”—Toledo Blade. 








The Western Way. 


A Kansas paper publishes the following 
unique reminder to delinquent subscribers : 
‘There i$ a little matter that $ome of our 
$ub$criber$ have $eemingly forgotten en- 
tirely. $ome of them have made u$ many 
promige$, but have not kept them. To u$ 
it i$ a very important matter, it’$ nece$- 
$ary in our bugine$$. We are very mod- 
e$t and don’t like to $peak about it.” An 
Eastern exchange adds: ‘‘$ome $ub$criber$ 
in other section$ $hould $eriously con$ider 
the$e hint$.” 


A Thousand Thanks. 
To the Editor of Puatyn Tax : 
I received your book last Friday, and 
must acknowledge that it is one of the best 
IT ever read. Thanks a thousand times. 
FRANK BARNBROOK. 
Worcester, Mass., Dec. 16. 


CLUB LIST. 





We are prepared to receive subscriptions 
for other publications in combination with 
Puan TauK at greatly reduced rates. If 
you do not find what is wanted in the fol- 
ata list, write for prices. The regular 
price of the different periodicals is given in 
the first column, and the price at which we 
can supply them, including a year’s sub- 
scription to Puatn Tak in the second. It 
will be seen that in many cases this paper 
will cost the subscriber nothing, the com- 
bination price being the same as the regular 
price ot the other publications alone. 


Regular Price with 


PERIODICAL. Price. Puatn Tak. 
American Agriculturist. $1.50...... $1.50 
American Garden......... 1. QOvecd. 1.25 
PAT OOOO o saves seanexs nevane PY | late 1.50 

SOOGIY is apo peasy eae vvh spe 4.00...... 4.00 
Golden: Dave ....:.0.0<<r<e SS, scases 38.00 
Harper’s Weekly......... 4.00...... 4.00 

a IBGZBAr. ssc. <c0 dS (| pate 4.00 

Ag Magazine ...... 4.00...... 4.00 

ih Young People 2.00...... 2.10 

1 Ce :) SEL, Sa Se TO es 5.00 
a PPE) yeaa, iret 4 PO ee 4 5.00 
Scientific American...... $.00...4 3.00 
POLTONELA a) ..5sks5060sde 8 dese PEON) sucha 8.00 
BT OE IGD GIDE .ascsebeeveaters S00 Sodas 3.00 
Texas Siftings.............. 4,00;.5.5: 4.00 
shape dxepeticaiers's 2.40...... 2,50 


Wide Awake 


EXCHANGES.» 








Exchange notices are inserted free of charge, but i 
must be understood that we can take no responsibilit 
concerning exchanges effected by means of this depart 
ment, neither will the reliability of exchangers be guar 
anteed, ‘Lo avoid any misunderstanding in the matter, 
it would be advisable for those contemplating exchang- 
ing to write for particulars to the addresses before send- 
ing the articles desired. Notices must be plainly and 
concisely written and on one side of the paper only. 
Send as often as you vlease, but not more than one no- 
tice for asingle issue. Notices of more than 40 words not 
inserted. /'ree to subscribers only. 


For sale or exchange encyclopedia, 15 
vols., 54 inch bicyele, ball bearings in per- 
fect running order. Address, Lock Box 10, 
Liberty, Bedford Co., Virginia. 








ENN 





Will exchange Sharp’s rifle for best offer 
of U. 8. old issue and department stamps. 
re a Box 624 Connersville, Fayette Co., 

nd. 


Will exchange books for rare U. 8S. 
stamps. Send list with prices and I will do 
the same. Address, W. R. Joseph, Box 30, 
Yorkshire, N. Y. 


Will give one dozen different shaped sea 
shells for every dozen perfect Indian arrow- 
heads or a beautiful conch shell for an ax. 
John W. Bartlett, Box 32, Easton, Md. 

I want a printing press, self-inker, with 
type and outfit; will pay cash or exchange 
for alot of books. Send terms and I will 
do same. Address, I. Lewin, 249 East 55th 
street, City. 

Will exchange foreign stamps for sea 
shells or small ment specimens. Send 
them with value marked, and I will send 
twice their value in stamps. H.C. Howe, 
Ponca, Nebraska. 








ILL your OWN TEETH Witt GRYSTOLINE Stops Pain and 
ecay. Lasts a lifetime. Circulars free. T. F. 

RUEMAN, M. D., Wells Bridge, N. Y. 
AND 


seit P. L. SCHNEIDER & CO., cxctihce 
COLLECTORS OF STAMPS, DEALERS IN 


‘828 HIGH ST., COLUMBUS, OHIO. 
GENUINE STAMPS ON APPROVAL A SPECIALTY. 


Agents wanted at 25 per cent. commission. 





BEAUTIFUL CRYSTALS! 
For 81 I will send by mail 50 of the 
celebrated be ae Pag as ra quartz 
crystals found at this locality, No cabi- 
net is complete without a collection of § 
these choice crystals showing them in 
their different modified forms. Unsur- 


peosed in beauty and brilliancy. Satis- 
action guaranteed. 


A. B. CRIM, Middleville, Herkimer Co., N. tf 


AGENTS WANTED. 


Our Agents Make $100 to $300 a Month 


Selling our goods on their merits. We want County 
and General Agents,and will take back all goods unsold 
if a County Agent fails to clear $100 and expenses after 
a thirty days’ trial, or a General Agent less than $260. 
We will send large illustrated circulars and letters with 
a special offer to suit territory applied for, on receipt of 
5 one cent stamps. Avuply at once and get it on the 
boom. Address, 


HOME MANUFACTURING CO,, 
Excelsior Bldg., Sixth Ave. & Grant st., Pittsburgh, Pa. 


JANUARY BARGAINS 
United . tates Stamps. 








Tept) B OOIKL,. TO c. cnacsc tates disdcdaanans Feants cee f 
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Wholesale Price List Free. 
Orders under 15c, must contain return postage. 
ALVAH DAVISON, HELMETTA, N. J. 





rice. 
ave offered you in the columns of our paper many golden opportunities and valuable presents. DON’T delay, 


PEOPLE'S SAFE-GUARD, 


Guess quick and get the first premium, 


eee 





|STAMPS ON APPROVAL. 


Fine goods, Every grade. Good commission. Col- 
lectors, we have some 600 fine sheets in circulation, and 
they give the best of satisfaction. 


W. H. BRUCE, 


P. O. BOX 283. HARTFORD, CONN, 


C. EK. HASTINGg & CO, 


DEALERS IN 


U. S. ano FOREIGN POSTAGE STAMPS, 


P, O. Box 509, HARTFORD, CONN. 
Ceylon Stamps a specialty. Agents wanted to sell 


approval sheets at 25 per cent. commission. Good refer 
ence wanted. 


F. C. SAWYER, Beauclerc, Fla., 


Dealer in 


Stamps, Confederate Money and Curi- 
osities, 


Send stamp for 1889 8-page catalogue. Agents wanted 
to sellstamps. Send stamp and reference. 25 per cent. 
commission, F. C. SAWYER. 


RESPONSIBLE COLLECTORS who desire to obtain 
Genuine Stamps at the lowest prices should write NOW 


fora sheet of fine Stamps on approval at 30 per cent. 
commission. Mention PLAIN TALK, 


CHAS. BEAMISH, Jr, 


1,424 MARSHALL ST., PHILADA.,, PA. 
FOREIGN CONSIGNMENTS AND CORRESPONDENCE SOLICITED. 














t 3335 
Stamps on Approva per cent. 
commission, Our prices are at or below Scott's Stand- 


ard Catalogue quotations. Send reference and state 
what price stamps especially desired. 
also on 


Philatelic Literature 3%. 


We can supply nearly every back number of any stamp 
paper desired at low rates. Send list of wants and we 
will return it priced. 


Gustav Aue & Co., Box 288, Bloomfield, N.J. 
ERE E.. 
Price List of over 200 different Sets and 
Packets sent Free ; prices very low. 


25 DIFFERENT FOREIGN STAMPS FREE 


to all sending for my fine approval sheets, 384 
per cent. com, 
required. 


HENRY GREMMEL, A. P. A, 128 
109 2nd St., New York. 
$1.00 for 30 cents. 
In order to close out my stock of foreign stamys I offer 
a packet of 50 finely assorted for only 20 cents. No 


stamp is priced at less than twocents and many at 
more, The price 


Has Been 65 Cents 
For these stamps, so they are offered for 


Less than Half Price. 


This is an opportunity to get good foreign cheap, but 
it won’t last long, so order at once, as you will want 
more of 'em. 


ALVAH DAVISON, 


HELMETTA, N. J. 





Good reference or deposit 





$300.00 GIVEN AWAY. How many Dots in the Oval? 


READ EVERY WORD. 


avswered the tirst one, and to those who did not, we now offer another opportunity of getting a 
valuable CASH PREMIUM and a paper that should be in every home. 

vess with 25 cents silver and you will receive FREE for SUX months the most magnificent 
Family Newspaper published in this country, The tirst correct guess will also receive $100.00 in 
cash : 2d, $50.00; 8d, $25.00; 4th, $15.00; Sth, $10.00, and the next one hundred, $1.00 each. 
Premiums will be distributed March 29th, 1889, and the names of winners published in the 
“People’s Safe-Guard,” « high-class 20-page Family Newspaper, alone worth many times the 
REMEMBER, if you answer this advertisement AT ONCR, you will get a premium and 


Many persons who answered our first “dot”? adver- 
tisement did not guess correctly, while others guessed 
right but did not send in quick enough. To all who 


Mail your 


Address: 
CHICAGO, ILL. 


An Engineer at the Concert. 


“*T was loafing around the streets last 
night,” said Jim Nelson, one of the oldest 
locomotive engineers running into New 
Orleans, ‘‘and as I had nothing to do I 
dropped into a concert and heard a slick- 
looking Frenchman play a piano in a way 
that made me feel all over in spots. As 
soon as he sat down on the stool I knew by 
the way he handled himself that he under- 
stood the machine he was running. He 
tapped the keys away up one end, just as if 
they were gauges, and wanted to see if he 
had water enough. Then he looked up as 
if he wanted to know how much steam he 
was carrying, and the next moment he 
pulled open the throttle and sailed out on 
the main line, just asif he was half an hour 
late. You could hear her thunder over 
culverts and bridges, and getting faster and 
faster, until the fellow rocked about in his 
seat like acradle. Somehow I thought it 
was old ‘36’ pulling a passenger train and 
getting out of the way of a ‘special.’ The 
fellow worked the keys on the middle di- 
vision like lightning, and then he flew 
along the north end of the line until the 
drivers went around like a buzz-saw, and I 
got excited. About the time I was fixing 
to tell him to cut her off a little, he kicked 
the dampers under the machine wide open, 
pulled the throttle away back in the tender, 
and, Jerusalem, jumpers! how he did run. 
I couldn’t stand it any longer, and yelled 
out to him that he was ‘pounding’ on the 
left side, and if he wasn’t careful he’d drop 
his ash-pan. But he didn’t hear. No one 
heard me. Every thing was flying and 
whizzing. Telegraph poles on the side of 
the track looked like a row of corn-stalks, 
the trees appeared to be a mud bank, and 
all the time the exhaust of the old machine 
sounded like the hum of a bumble-bee. I 
tried to yell out, but my tongue wouldn’t 
move. e went around curves like a bullet, 
slipped an eccentric, blew out his soft plug, 
went down grades fifty feet to the mile, 
and not a confounded brake set. She went 
by the meeting-point at a mile and a half a 
minute, and calling for more steam. M 
hair stood up like a cat’s tail, because 
knew the game was up. Sure enough, 
dead ahead of us was the headlight of the 
‘special.’ In a daze I heard the crash as 
they struck, and I saw ears shivered into 
atoms, people mashed and mangled and 
bleeding and gasping for water. I heard 
another crash as the French professor 
struck the deep keys away down on the 
lower end of the southern division, and 
then I came to my senses. There he was 
at a dead-standstill, with the door of the 
fire-box of the machine open, wiping the 
perspiration off his face and bowing at the 

‘ people before him. If I live to be a thous- 
and years old I'll never forget the ride that 
Frenchman gave me on a piano.” 


Very Much Pleased. 





To the Editor of Puatw Tax: 

{ have received my book to-day. It was 
in good order, and I am very much pleased 
with it. STANLEY ARCHER, 

Portland, Me., Nov. 16. 


STUDIES IN EVOLUTION. II. 





Cat-Fish to Queue; or, the Evolution of 
the Heathen.—Judge. 


TALS IV 1A 


Look at this 
One book given 





sends 50 CENTS for a 


as a free premium 


A Bachelor's blunaer. 4.2.Norr/s, 
A Carcinal Sin, Conway. 

Adam Bede. £7Z/ot. 

Esop’s Fables. 

Allan Quartermain, H/aggard. 

A Lucky Young Woman, 

A House Party. Oxida. 

A Fallen Idol. 7. Anstey. 

A Modern Circe. The Duchess. 
Anne Grey. 

Andersen's Fairy Tales. 

American Chesterfield. 

As in a Looking Glass. 7.C.Phrlips. 
American Notes. Dickens. 

A Trooper’s Adventures, 

Arabian Nights. 

A Tale of Three Lions. Haggard. 
A Terrible Temptation. Reade. 
A Wicked Girl. Mary Cecil Hay. 


A Peep at Number Five. T7vrusta. 
Arnold’s Poems. | 
American Humorists. //awers. 


Bacon’s Essays. 

Bag of Diamonds. Ceo. M Fenn. 
Baptized with a Curse. 

Beaton’s Bargain. Mrs.Alexander. 
Beecher, Henry Ward, Life of. 
Bede’s Charity. Hesba Stretton. 
Biographical Sketches. Martineau, 
Bonaparte. De Puy. 

Bound by a Spell. Conway. 
Books of Songs and Ballads. 
Betsy Jane Ward. 

Barnaby Rudge. Dichens. 

Boy Conqueror. 

Boy’s Own Book of Indoor Sports. 
Boy’s Own Book of Outdoor Sports. 
Brief Biographies. Svxzles. 
British Female Poets. 

Browning, Mrs. Poems. 
Browning, Robt. Poems. 
Bryant’s Poems. 

Buffon’s Natural History. 

Buds and Blossoms. 7. S. Arthur. 
Burke on the Sublime and Beautiful. 
Burns’ Poetical Works. 

Byron’s Poetical Works. 

Brown’s Bible Dictionary. 

Brown’s Concordance. 

By Woman’s Wit. Alexander. 
Book of Golden Deeds, Yonge. 
Charles XII., Life of. Voltaire. 
Calhoun, J. C., Life of. /enkins. 
California, History of. Frost. 
Camille. Dumas. 

Campbell's Poetical Works. 

Carl Bartlett, a Story for Boys. 
Children of the Abbey. Roche. 
Chinese Gordon. Forées. 

Cloister and the Hearth. Reade. 
Comic Speaker. 

Corinne. De Stae?. 

Course of Creation. Anderson. 
Court and Times of George IV. 
Charlotte and Lucy Temple. 
Cressy’s Battles. 

Dwyer’s Builder. 

Dante’s Inferno. 

Dawn. Haggard. 

David Copperfield. Dickens. 
Dombey and Son. Dickens. 
Dickens’ Child’s England. 
Dickens’ Christmas Stories. 
Dickens’ Character Sketches. 

a Sb Mr. Hyde. Stevenson. 
Dodd’ 


s Beauties of Shakespeare, 
Don Quixote, 
Dora Thorne. Braeme. 


Daniel Deronda. E//ot. 

Dick Chevelry. Kingston. 
Duke’s Secret, Braeme. 

East Lynne. Wood. 
Economical Cook Book. 

Eliot’s, George. Poems. 
Elizabeth, the Exiles of Siberia. 
Emerson’s Essays. 

English Harry, a Story for Boys. 
Europe. Horace Greeley. 

Evil Genius. Codlins. 
Explorations and Adventures. 
Famous Boys. age. 

Famous Men, 

Fair Women, Mrs. Forrester. 
Family Cyclopedia. Williams. 
Faust. Goethe. 

Felon’s Bequest. Du Boisgobey. 
Frozen Pirate. Russell. 
Favorite Poems. 

Felix Holt. ZZfot. 

Five Weeks ina Balloon. Verne. 
Flowers From Fairy Land, Smith, 


Address plainly, 


enerous list of fine books, each one a 12mo. in size 
ree by mail to every tenth subscriber on our list. 
given satisfaction. The regular price of these books is $1.00 each, but 
ear’s subscription to P 
oO any person sending T 
Societies and Granges may unite and by sending §0 
Send for further particulars of this offer. 


LAT 


and 
WO SUBSORIBE 


Footprints of Fate. 

France, History of. Yonge. 

Germany, History of. Fomge. 

Gems of Prose and Poetry. 

Goethe’s Poetical Works. 

Goldsmith's Poetical Works. 

Good Measure. £rickson. 

Gracie Goodwin, a Story for Girls, 

Great Expectations. Dickens. 

Grandfather's Chair. Hawthorne. 

Grimm’s Household Stories. 

Gulliver’s Travels. Szw7/t. 

Hawthorne’s Champion Book of 
Recitations and Dialogues, 

Handy Andy. Lover. 

Household Poems, 

Heine's Poems. 

Hoods’s Poetical Works. 


Highways of Literature. Pryde. 
Homer's Iliad. 

Homer’s Odyssey. 

Hours with the Bible. Gerke. 


Houston, Sam, Life and Achieve- 
ments. Lester. 

Hoyle’s Games. 

Hind's Disease of the Horse. 

Hugo’s Poetical Works. 


Hemans, 
Hard Times. Dickens. 
Hypatia. Avngs/ey. 


Have Lived and Loved. ‘ 
Imitation of Christ. A’Kemf7s. 
In the Forecastle. .Cleveland. 
Ingelow’s Poetical Works. 
Ivanhoe. Scott. 

ack and Three Jills. #. C. PAilips. 
ackson, Andrew, Life of. 
Jane Eyre. Bronte. 
ess. Haggard. 
oe Miller’s Jest Book. 
ohn Halifax. J/ulock. 
eble’s Christian Year. 
King Arthur. Mudlock. 
Kidnapped. Stevenson. 
Kit Carson. 
Knowledge of Living Things. Be//. 
Knickerbocker. /rving. 
Keat’s Poetical Works. 
Kingsley’s Poetical Works. 
King Solomon’s Mines. Haggard. 
Lady Audley’s Secret. Braddon. 
Lady Valworth’s Diamonds. 
Lalla Rookh. JAZoore. 
Lamb’s Essays. 
Land of the Kangaroo. 
Lamplighter, Cummins, 
Language of Flower. 
Last Days of Pompeii. Bulwer. 
Last of the Mohicans. Cooper. 
Life Among the Mormons, 
London by Day and Night. 
Lowell. 
Living or Dead. Conway. 
Little Dorritt. Dickens. 
Longfellow’s Poems. 
Lucille. Meredith. 
Mary Jane’s Memoirs. 
McCaulay’s Essays. 
Maid, Wife or Widow. Mrs. Alex- 
ander. 
Mason’s Farrier and Cattle Book. 
Marcus Aurelius, Thoughts of. 
Meredith’s Poetical Works. 
Mathias Sandorf. Verne. 
Michael Strogoff. Verne. 
Middlemarch. £//ot. 
Mosses from an Old Manse. 
Mill on the Floss. £/zof. 
Milton’s Poetical Works, 
Mayor of Casterbridge. Hardy. 
Mohawks. Sraddon, 
Molly Bawn, Duchess. 
Mexico and Maximilian. 
Moore’s Poetical Works. 
Mulock’s Poetical Works. 
Munchausen, 
My Husband andI, 7o/stoz. 
Mysterious Island. Verne, 
Misadventures of John Nicholson. 
New Arabian Nights. Stevenson. 
Not Like Other Girls. Carey. 
Old Curiosity Shop. Dickens. 
Oliver Twist. 
Outdoor Life in Europe. Thwing. 
Once again, Mrs. Forrester. 
Paris with Pen and Pencil. 
Proctor’s Poetical Wnrks. 
Prince Otto, Stevenson. 
Paul and Virginia. St. Pierre. 
Paradise Lost. A/ilton. 
Peep 0’ Day Boys. Banim. 


Hall. 
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PLAIN TALK’S PRIZE BOOKS. 


handsomely bound in cloth and gold. 


Many have been sent out and every one has 
ks one will be sent free to each subscriber who 
LAIN TALK and 25 cents additional Jor the book, or one will be given 
ks to the paper at §9 cents each. 

subscriptions and $25.00 may select 35 be 


Schools, Churches, 
»0ks from this list, 


Phillis. Duchess. 
Prince of Argolis, Smith, 
Perfect Etiquette. 
Petrarch, 


Picket Line and Camp Fire Stories, 

Pickwick. Dickens. 

Pilgrim’s Progress. Bunyan. 

Plantation Jim. Mudge. 

Poe Poetical Works. 

Poe’s Tales, 

Poets of America. Cheever. 

Pope’s Poetical Works, 

Practical Letter Writer. 

Prairie Boys. Mudge. 

Pretty Miss Bellew. Theo. Gi/t. 

Prose Writers of America, 

Ralph Foster. /. S. A. 

Robinson Crusoe. De Foe. 

Rocky Mountain Adventures. 

Romance of a Poor Young Man, 

Romantic Stories from Swiss His 
tory. 

Romola, £7yot, 

Rossetti (Dante) Poems. 

Rory O'’Moore. Lover. 

Russian Fairy Tales. 

Sheridan, Life of Gen. P. H. 

Sabina Zembra. Black. 

Sanford and Merton. 

Scheherazade. F. Warden. 

Schiller’s Poems. 

Scenes of Clerical Life. Jot. 

Saddle and Sabre. Smart. 

Secret of Her Life. Jenkins. 

Shadow of Sin. Braeme. 

Self Help. Swedes. 

Scott’s Poetical Works. 

Scottish Chiefs. Porter. 

igen spake 
e Ha ard. 

Shelley. “a 

Sketch Book. /rving. 

Social Vicissitudes. #. C. Phillips. 

Southey’s Life of Nelson. 

Stories from American History, 

Silas Marner, Eésot. 

Sesame and Lilies, Etc. Ruskin. 

Swiss Family Robinson. 

Strange Adventures of Lucy Smith, 

Tale of Two Cities. Dickens. 

Tasso, 

Tennyson. 

Terrors of the Sea. 

Thaddeus of Warsaw. Porter. 

The Soldier’s Boy. Mudge. 

The Parisian Detective. 

The Dean and His Daughter, 
C. PAtllips. 

The Golden Hope. 
Russell, 

The Nine of Hearts. Faryeon. 

The Outsider. Hawley Smart. 

The Merry Men and Other Tales 
and Fables. Stevenson. 

Tangles Unravelled. Kiméda/. 

The Frontiersman. Atmard. 

The Death of Ivan Huth. Todstod. 

The Duchess. Duchess. 

Tales from Spanish History. 

The Christmas Stocking. 

Thompson’s Poetical Works. 

Thrilling Adentures, 

Tom Brown. Hughes. 

Tour of the World in 80 Days. 

fp meaty Thousand Leagues Under 
the Sea. Verne. 

Twice Told Tales. Hawthorne. 

Tristam Shandy. Sterne. 

Texar’s Revenge. Verne. 

Uncle Max. Carey. 

Uncommercial Traveler. 

Utopia. t 

Uarda. Eders. 

Vicar of Wakefield. Goldsmith. 

Virginia Housewife. 

Virgil. 

Vathek. Beckford. 

Whittier’s Poems, 

Weem’s Life of Franklin. 

Wild Life in Oregon. 

Willis’ Poetical Works. 

Witch's Head. Haggard. 

Wooing of the Water Witch. Doéd- 
dorne. 

Young Adventurer. 

Young Man’s Friend. 

Young Folk’s Book of Birds. 

Young Folk’s Natural History. 

Wee Wifle. Carey. 

Wooed and Married. 

Widow Bedott Papers. 


F, 


W. Clark 


Dickens. 


Carey. 


Whitcher. 


PLAIN TALK PUBLISHING CO., 9 SPRUCE ST., NEW YORK CITY. 
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‘‘Where’s the postmaster?’’ demanded a 
long, bony woman with a freckled face, who 
presented herself at one of the delivery 
windows in the post-office the other day. 

‘*What is it you wish, madam?” inquired 
the clerk. 

**Are you the postmaster?” 

*“No ma’am, but—”’ 

‘Thought you didn’t look old enough. 
It’s the postmaster I want, young man. I 
don’t want no truck with you. Will you 
go and tell him I’d like to see him?” 

‘He is busy now, but if you will state 
your business perhaps I can attend to it. 
ae are keeping other people wait—”’ 

‘Young man, I’ve walked eleven blocks 
to get here, and I pay as much to support 
this post-office as any woman of my means in 
the city. I’m going to get what I care for 
or I'll raise the biggest row you ever saw. 
You’re a list’ning to me, are you, young 
man?” 

“T am, madam. 
what you wish?” 

“T want to get a letter I mailed this 
morning to Mrs. Edward Felix Winterbot- 
tom, Newburyport, Essex county, Mass. 
She’s my cousin—” 

‘*What do want it for?” 

*‘T want to write ‘In haste’ on the back. 
I forget to write it when I dropped it in, 
and the letter’s important.” 

**T can’t do such a thing as that for you, 
madam. Besides it isn’t necessary.” 

“Tt ain’t hey? Perhaps you know more 
about writing letters than Ido. Perhaps 
you're fifty-five years old and have carried 
on correspondence with friends in the east 
for thirty-seven years, young man. You 
long-legged, tallow-haired dude, if you 
don’t go and fetch the post-master—”’ 

The post-office policemen gently led her 
from the building.—Chicago Tribune. 


Will you please tell me 


A Wild, Wietd, Western Tale. 


The boy stood on the backyard fence 
whence all but him had fled. The flames 
that lit his father’s barn shone just above 
the shed. One bunch of crackers in his 
hand, two others in his hat; with piteous 
accent loud he cried, ‘‘I never thought of 
that.”” A bunch of crackers on the tail of 
one small dog he tied; the sparks flew wide, 
and red, and hot; they lit upon the brat; 
they fired the crackers in his hand and lit 
those in his hat, Then came a burst of 
rattling sound—the boy, where was he 
gone? Ask the winds that far around 
strewed bits of meat and bone, and scraps 
of clothes, and balls and tops, and nails, 
and books, and yarn, the relics of that 
dreadful boy that burned his father’s barn. 


“T understand that you referred to me 
as a pig, sir,’’ remarked a pompous elderly 
gentleman to a young man who had spoken 


disparagingly of him to a third person. | 


**You have been misinformed, sir,’ replied 
the young man, ‘‘I hope that I know better 
than to refer to a person of your advadced 
age asa piy.”—Rochester Post-Express. 


wot Chins” from #*Life,” 





Italian, without a 


master, FOr e Pack 


I, Burt. Kimball, The Artist Press, 9 Spruce St., N. Y. 
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; Sut 
BOYS 
A CHOICE CIFT 


For Pastor, Parent, Teacher, Child, or 
Friend, both elegance and usefulness will be found 
combined in a copy of Webster’s Unabridged. 


: ny 32pp. Illustrated Cata 
REANY, 827 Brannan St., San Francisco, Cal. 









Besides many other valuable features, it contains 


A Dictionary 


of 118,000 Words, 3000 Engravings, 


A Gazetteer of the World 


locating and describing 25,000 Places, 


A Biographical Dictionary 


of nearly 10,000 Noted Persons, 


A Dictionary of Fiction 


found only in Webster, 


All in One Book. 


3000 more Words and nearly 2000 more Illus- 
trations than any other American Dictionary. 
3 Sold by all Booksellers. Pamphlet free. 

G. & C. MERRIAM & CO., Pub’rs, Springfield, Mass, 





AMUSEMENT FOR ALL AGES, 
wa aaligbned abcd ‘This beats them all.” 4 
YOUNG Menana\) 
Maidens are capti- 
vated with it. 
AND OLD Men and Matrons take 
pleasure in it, or enjoy it with their 
children and grandchildren. 










VACUUM TIPPED ARROW. 


Itis a perfect Parlor Amusement, as 
there are no sharp points to break or 
mar the furniture, and can be shot with 
safety even at your window. It wi?! 
adhere wherever it strikes. Sold every- 
where, 


A Gun, Arrow, Butterfly Hanger and Graduated 
Target, mailed post-paid for 85 cts., or S ring 
Steel Bow substituted for Gun, 50 cts. xtra 
Arrows, 30 cts. each, Extra Targets 20 ets. each. 


ELASTIC TIP CO.., Sole Manufacturers and 
Patentees and Dealers in Rubber Goods of every 
description. Cor, Cornhill and Washington St. 
Boston, Mass. 


CCIENTIFIC AMERICAN 


oe — 1 


Is the oldest and most popular scientific and 
mechanical paper published and has the largest 
circulation of any paper of its Class in the world. 
Fully ijlustrated. Best class of Wood Engrav- 
ings. Published weekly. Send for specimen 
copy. Price #3 a year. Four months’ trial, $1. 

MUNN & CO., PUBLISHERS, 361 Broadway, N.Y. 


A Edition of Scientific American. 

A great success. Each issue contains colored 
lithographic plates of country and city residen- 
ces or public buildings. Numerous engravings 
and full plans and specifications for the use of 
such as contemplate building. Price $2.50 a year, 
25 cts. a copy. MUNN & CO., PUBLISHERS. 





may be secur- 
ed by apply- 
ing to UNN 
& Co., who 
have had over 
40 years’ experience and have made over 
100,000 applications for American and For- 


eign patents. Send for Handbook. 
pondence strictly confidential. 


TRADE MARKS. 


In case your mark is not registered in the Pat- 
ent Office, apply to MUNN & Co., and procure 
immediate protection. Send for Handbook. 

COPYRIGHTS for books, charts, maps, 
etc., quickly procured. Address 

MUNN & CO., Patent Solicitors. 
GENERAL OFFICE: 361 BROADWAY, N. Y. 






Corres- 


os (big value) and 
ogue for only l0c. 








Cheap Sets of Stamps 


FOR SALE BY THE 


GRANITE STATE S1AMP CO., 


NEW MARKET,N. H. 


















6 Austria, Levant 
3 Austrian Italy. 
7 Baden... 5202 
6 Barbadoes.. 
8 Bavaria.... 
7 Belgium.. 

*5 Bergedorf. 
4 Bermuda... 
*2 Bolivia 


























2 Bosnia..... 
8 Br. Gulangiacd. cd &asieev ees AE 
"4 DY..NO. BGENQO oss. «sacks yicatwene an ee ane ‘ 
B Braga, co. cacndan vee £2808 eeael eae pone aes 
1 Bul@ari—.. ...sas.ssi sign). seeds t eae eam See 
S Bulgaris, Unpaid... ...0.c<ps<s ce PR ey oo 12 
7 Ganada' %. 250.2. b davabe. dees ete ke Ee tee ce .04 
4Gape Good Hope's 05.5. «cies si vctyetain ts eae 03 
5 pa gaya shape apagte ives ape rp eee Aah ope gEuNeR TS 05 
6 OBI | adh Ue inne Rote sous pee Eee -06 
"2 Confederate States ...... OS ee a eee bap agh vpn weet 04 
& CORTE TION, |, « snus cSann na teenceckks oo tee 06 
G Coste BiG oo. ics bused ek By cds bod das backers SA 20 
yl ee ae ee ee Jeu waeage’ toxlees Seat eeewiad 10 
MOOD. 63:05 ca ng usae ean tna sade oon ame eee ce ee -25 
5 Cubs, "63, sronar ged. 800 5 i Jdisde wSddasc hice occas 1) 
2 Danish West Indies). v.es.<.ccppecucdcacdispedabecas -06 
10 DEDMIEEE 5. cecducop penn cud ocanvcunieteceterterere: 05 
ODutol Wndles:s4 s 68.n6u. bike cats etches stats Deda ood DR 
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Adventure with Grizzlies. 
NE day in the year 1863 I was lounging 
under the shadow of a magnificant cedar, 

near the Pend Oreille River, when a canoe 
glided softly over the glassy waters, plied 
by Indian hunters, who came to tell me of 
two enormous ‘‘ grizzlies” that had just 
passed along the trail leading to the hills 
behind my camping ground. 

The Pend Oreille River is a tributary to 
the mighty Columbia. Its scenery, unsur- 
passed by any stream west of the Rocky 
Mountains, possesses a 
wild beauty and gran- 
deur peculiarly its own. 

The portion of it where 
our story commences is 
named Clark Ford by the 
fur traders, Synakwateen 
by the Indians ; the lat- 
ter word, interpreted, 
means a crossing. 


A hunter’s prepara- 
tions are soon com- 
pleted. In ten minutes 


we were ready fora start. 
Our route lay by canoe 
three miles up the river, 
thence by trail into the 
hills, to seek the lair of 
the bears. 

As we paddle along I 
may as well introduce 
my two companions, both 
pure Indians;- One is 
short, thick, muscular, 
square shouldered, and 
very bow legged. His 
Indian name it is impos- 
sible to spell. It means, 
‘‘He is of the fleet feet.” 
T called him Quelp. He 





We land on a grassy slope, stretching 
down from the timber to the water’s edge, 
carry up the canoe and carefully hide it in 
the bushes, then start for our journey up 
the mountain side. 

Our path led up the course of a mountain 
burn, winding through vast fragments of 
rock that completely covered the hill side. 
The climbing was difficult and tedious. 

Reaching at last a level plain, the sharp 
eye of Quelp, detected the trail of bears. 


They appeared to have passed several hours | 


abead of us. A council of war was held. 


As there was little probability of our over- 





is a brave hunter, a most skilful tracker, a| taking the grizzlies until too dark to risk 


decently good shot, but has a decided 
weakness for the ‘‘fire water of the pale 
faces.” . 

The other Indian is much younger. 
What he lacks in muscular strength has its 
equivalent in extreme activity and power 
of endurance. By his Indian name he was 
known as ‘‘he of the thumb like a blunt 
aoe ;’ but I have named him ‘‘the Satel- 

ite.” 

Their hair they wear long, hanging down 
their backs to their waist. Their only 
clothing is a piece of skin or blanket tied 
round the middle. Each ownsa trade gun, 
a canoe and skin lodge, possessions consti- 
tuting the owner wealthy in his tribe. 


a fight, we determined on camping and fi y]- 
lowing them early in the morning. 

After supping on a grouse, skewered on 
a long peeled stick, in lieu of spit, and thus 
roasted over the fire, we slept as only tired 
hunters can sleep. 

The unrisen sun was just tinting the sur- 
rounding hills with its cold, gray lght, 
when arough shaking from Quelp disturbed 
my dreams of home. We looked carefully 
at our guns to avoid any chance of damp 
causing a miss-fire. This is a hunter’s first 
consideration, for grizzlies, let me tell you, 
are, as the Scotch say, ‘‘kittle cattle to 
shoe.” 
so does the grizzly rule supreme over 
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prairie and through the forests of the ‘‘Far 
West.” 

We followed the trail through a belt of 
timber and out on an open grassy slope, 
where wild raspberries grew in great abun- 
dance. It was clear the bears had supped 
on the luscious fruit, for the bushes were 
broken and trampled down. Several places 
were pointed out by Quelp, who went 
through a strange pantomime performance 
to make me understand that the bears had 
here sat on their haunches, as is their wont 
to do when they clean their mouths and 





As the lion is king of the jungle,’ 


| whiskers with their ponderous feet. 


About three hundred 
yards farther up the 
slope, here very steep 


and quite clear of trees, 
was an immense heap of 
rocks, large, angular 
masses, piled like giant 
masonry. Quelp pointed 
to the tracks that led 
from the bushes up the 
hill side toward the 
rocks, and then went 
down on the grass and 
coiled himself up like a 
dog, placing one hand 
over his head. He thus 
demonstrated his belief 
that the bears were fast 
asleep in the crevices of 
the rocks. 

Great care was needed, 
first to get the wind; 
that is, that the breeze 
should blow from the 
animal to the huuter, 
otherwise their keen 
sense of smell discovers 
the approach of man, 
even when they are sleep- 
ing. 

Not a word was to be whispered. The 
rocks reached, we were to ascend from 
three different points, so that in case the 
bear should hear us and come out, one of 
the three would be pretty sure to get a shot. 

Separating at the base of the cairn, I took 
the upper side, Quelp the lower, the Satel- 
lite the angle betwixt us, nearest the timber, 
leading into which was a well trodden 
path. 

Though not afraid, my heart beat loudly 
and I hardly dared to breathe. The first 
rays of the sun, now just clear of the hills, 
slanted down upon the lichen-elad rocks, 
lighting up the dark crevices and caves, 
revealing their innermost depths; the dew- 
drops, hanging on every spray and leaf, 
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